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From Our Rabbi 
 

 

A few weeks ago Dr. Todd Gersten asked me if I 

was ready for the start of the season.  I asked, 

“You mean the basketball season?”   No he said, 

“The Bar/Bat mitzvah season.”  “Oh how could I 

forget that?” 
 

For many years, preparing Bar/Bat mitzvah stu-

dents for their right of passage has been a great 

source of fulfillment for me.  In fact, as a Rabbi 

it is probably near the top of my list.  I truly love 

being part of the process for young Jews as they 

embark on Jewish adulthood. I enjoy preparing 

them for their big day and watching their confi-

dence grow as they learn their Haftarote and 

prayers.  I try to be protective of them as they 

take the stage into a life of responsibilities and 

purpose as Jewish adults.   
 

The state of Bar/Bat mitzvah ceremonies today 

has put far too much pressure on our young 

people.  We expect them to “perform” on their 

big day in front of a crowd of people when 

some of them have stage fright or the inability 

to sing on tune whether alone or in public.  We 

forget that Bar/Bat Mitzvah literally means the 

son/daughter of the commandments.  In other 

words, one does not have a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

one becomes a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  We celebrate 

their big day with them whether they perform 

well or not, because we are celebrating what 

they hope to become as Jews.  
 

In my many years of tutoring Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

students, I can assure you that there are count-

less young Jews who barely got through their 

lessons and performance, yet ended up being  

 

 

great contributors to the Jewish people.  And 

honestly, do we really care how well the Prime 

Minister of Israel performed at his Bar Mitzvah?   
 

Yes, Dr. Gersten I am looking forward to the 

start of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah season.  I am hon-

ored to be part of our young peoples’ process in 

becoming the son or daughter of the command-

ments. This year our class includes another 

group of wonderful, talented, and kind young 

people.  They include Teddy Mendelson, 

Amanda Cohen, Lara Weiss, Dalia Rubinowicz,  

Madilyn Gersten, and Talia Singer.   
 

As we celebrate Chanukah with the lighting of 

candles for eight days beginning on Tuesday 

night December 16
th

 we recall the miracles of 

Jewish life and survival. I believe that every 

young Bar/Bat Mitzvah reflects the light of 

God’s presence.  Choosing to take the step into 

Jewish adulthood surrounded by loved ones 

and a caring community, makes their light shine 

even brighter.  How they perform in life and 

what kind of people they are becoming is far 

more important than the performance of a life-

time on the day of their Bar/Bat Mitzvah cere-

mony.  May we be inspired by this years’ class 

of young people.  And may we continue to build 

a Jewish community reflective and protective of 

their growth.  Amen. 

 

Chag Oreem Semeah, 

Happy Chanukah 

 

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams 
  



Where did all of 

the potential 

new members go? What happened to all of the Jews, both 

young and old that could be joining the Temple? How do 

we find them, engage them? These are typical questions 

that all Synagogues are asking these days. As a very small 

Synagogue we ask these questions regularly at our board 

meetings. It turns out, that word of mouth seems to be 

our best form of outreach.  
 

This year we had a large turnout for both Rosh Hashanah 

and Yom Kippur at Wellington High School. The over-

whelming opinion was that this venue worked for us. 

Where did all these people come from, and how did they 

hear about us? Yes we had our “regular” Shul goers, but 

most were not. Alan and I made it a point to ask people 

we didn’t know how they heard about us. 
 

Most people heard about all the wonderful things we do 

at our Temple from friends and relatives. Some checked 

us out on-line and on our facebook page or talked to oth-

ers who may know more about us. The key was the per-

son-to-person contact. Our website and facebook pages 

serve the same purpose, as well. But personal contact is 

the way to build our Temple Family. We learned that 

some came from Wellington communities no more than a 

few miles away, and others came from West Palm Beach 

and Delray Beach. 
 

So what does this mean? How do we get visitors to be-

come part of the Temple B’nai Jacob Family? If I had the 

answer we would have 500 members. What I do know is 

that in partnership together, we can build on what we 

have, and find new avenues to grow. Adam Miller is our 

membership chairman and we are exploring many new 

ideas. I’m sure he would love to hear any ideas you may 

have. Spread the word, we really do have something spe-

cial going. 

 

 

 

I would like to thank some special people. Without their 

effort we would not have been able to have Holidays run 

so smoothly.  I apologize if I missed anyone. You know 

who you are, and I thank you.  (Liz, of course) 
 

*Earl Jacobs, along with US Postal Printing’s Valerie Solo-

mon who put together the Yiskor Book.  
 

*Dean Bennett  for renting the truck and heading up the 

“moving crew” as in past years, and everyone who volun-

teered to help with the move. 
  

*Our baby sitters and teens that helped with the Jr. Con-

gregation and Andrea Cohan who coordinated everything. 
 

*To my Co-President, Alan Cohan. Because of issues be-

yond our control Alan did double duty, assigning the hon-

ors on the Bima and making sure all honorees were where 

they were supposed be.  Unfortunately, he spent little 

time with his family. 
 

*Joe Grossman, who was at the door greeting everyone 

who entered 
 

*Our  Gabbaim, Alan Johnson and  Ken Scherzer, for han-

dling all the moving parts and directing everyone on the 

Bima.   
 

*Our Shofar blower, Dan Delisi, who obviously never 

smoked. 
 

*Rob Solomon, who delivered an inspiring appeal. 
 

Finally, Yasher Koach  to our clergy Rabbi Abrams and Can-

tor Ephron.   Your dedication to our Synagogue is over-

whelming. Thank you as always for your guidance, during 

the year and especially during the High Holidays.  
 

My best wishes for Peace, Love and Health this New Year, 

L’Shalom 
 

Morry Silverman, Co-President 
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From Our Co- President  

 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian synagogue serving the 

Western communities of Palm Beach County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each member to become more deeply 

connected to his or her Jewish identity by providing relevant worship experiences, life-long educational experiences, op-

portunities for social action, and a connection to Jewish culture.   We are a diverse and multi-generational congregation 

committed to serving as a center for contemporary Jewish life. 

Mission Statement 



Page 3 of 16 

THE VOICE 

 

 

Where else but in Wellington can one enjoy the beauty of 

Sukkot, experience the Lulav and Etrog and the excitement 

of the hangar mixed with absolutely perfect weather?  

Many thanks to Marcie Singer, and Fawn and Steven Daiagi 

for the very special Sukkot week-end provided to our B’nai 

Jacob adults and friends on Saturday night and our B’nai 

Jacob students on Sunday morning.  Thanks also to our stu-

dents who donated “socks for the Sukkah”.  Those socks 

have been donated to JAFCO, ( Jewish Adoption & Foster 

Care Options.) 
 

We have packed up the Sukkah and before we know it we 

will be bringing out the Chanukiah.     Our students are look-

ing forward to assisting the Woman’s League Mitzvah Pro-

ject on December 7.  You will read more about that in the 

Woman’s League Article.   

 

The New School @ TBJ Hanukah party will be held on day 5 

of Chanukah, Sunday ,December 21, during normal school 

hours, 10:00  AM-noon.  We will have special Chanukah 

appropriate foods, lots of activities and entertainment.  Be 

on the look-out for Hanukkah specific e-mails as the time 

quickly approaches. 
 

Thanks to the many sponsors of our Family Shabbat Ser-

vices, it’s wonderful to see the support from all temple 

members.  It is also wonderful to see you at these Shabbat 

services. You don’t need to be a parent (or grandparent) to 

recognize the beauty and life and future that our children 

bring to our synagogue.    We look forward to seeing more 

of you in the weeks ahead. 
 

Andrea 

RELIGIOUS  SCHOOL  

 

We are off to an exciting New Year!  All of our 

classes are busily learning Judaica and Hebrew, new songs, 

new art projects, and new ways of learning.  Our teachers 

have also been developing new techniques to implement 

more experiential processes into our program.  The results 

are wonderful, and you will all have the opportunity to see 

our work as the year unwinds! 
  

 As American Jews, we have created unique ways to 

celebrate our Jewishness, through art, drama, and music, 

and we have inspired other Jewish communities with our 

new views on old traditions.  Even the celebration of Hallow-

een can have a Jewish twist by implementing ancient Jewish 

storytelling through folktales with a dark side.   
 

This month, we celebrate another great American 

holiday, Thanksgiving (Nov. 27).  As we gather together with 

our family and friends to give thanks for the bounty of our 

lives, I hope that you will also take a moment to celebrate 

the holiday’s Jewish roots. 
  

 As “our” Pilgrim forefathers gathered to discuss a 

way in which they could create an occasion to thank God for 

having survived the past winter and received a bountiful har-

vest of fruits and vegetables to sustain them during the com-

ing seasons, they looked into the Bible for inspiration.  

There, in the “Old Testament”, they found mention of an 

ancient autumn holiday for giving thanks to God for the har-

vest they received.  The holiday, in our Jewish tradition, is 

called Sukkot.  And so our American holiday, with Jewish 

roots, was born, and so we celebrate it today, inviting into 

our homes our Ushpizim, our honored guests, family and 

friends. 
  

 Hanukkah is another 8-day celebration in the Jewish 

tradition (Dec. 16-24), and, it is likely that it, too, was based 

on the traditional observance of Sukkot.  As our Macabbee 

ancestors cleaned up the Temple they had just conquered, 

they considered how to rededicate the space and make it 

Jewish once more.  They looked back on the last Jewish holi-

day they were forbidden to celebrate – Sukkot – and decided 

an 8 day festival would be an appropriate way to commemo-

rate our freedom to observe Judaism once again.  They 

called it Hanukkah, which means to “dedicate”.  Of course, 

adding candles, food and music makes it a great occasion 

(sorry kids, there were no gifts back then)!   
  

 As we enjoy our wonderful holidays, I hope that you 

will all take a moment to reflect and thank God for all the 

gifts in our lives, from the food we eat to our precious chil-

dren, and wonderful friends and family.  Take a moment to 

appreciate ALL the wonderful things we have, and then take 

a moment to remember others less fortunate. 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Friday, December 19  Family Shabbat/Hanukkah 

Sunday, December 21  Hanukkah Celebration at 

Sunday School 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
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How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long thought or dream a reality! 
 
 

Beautiful Ceramic Mezuzot hand-crafted by 
Philipa Clewner are now available in our  

Judaica Shop 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

Shalom!  The membership committee at Temple B’nai Jacob 

(TBJ) hopes everyone had wonderful High Holidays. 

 

The membership committee is looking to start outreach 

events in the community.  The goal of these events would be 

to get the name “Temple B'nai Jacob” out into the commu-

nity and build the Jewish community around us at the same 

time.  These outreach events can take place at restaurants, 

book stores, libraries, or other public locations and would be 

advertised to the general public.   

 

We are looking for members of our congregation who have 

an interesting topic they would like to share with oth-

ers.  This could be discussions on specific parts of jewish his-

tory, traditions of Jews in different parts of the world, how 

to raise young Jews in today’s society, or other topics of in-

terest to young and old families in the community.  The key 

to a successful outreach event would be the topic leader’s 

passion for the subject.   

 

 

 

 

 

If you feel that you have a topic that would be of interest to 

others, we would love to hear from you.  Please contact 

Adam at adammilleredu@gmail.com with your topics of in-

terest. 

Thank you. 

 

Adam Miller 
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Women’s League of TBJ announces  
 

A New Tzedakah  
Project  

 

to benefit the Association for Abused Women and Chil-
dren on 

 

December 7, 2014 at 
10:30 AM 

 
We are collecting HOUSEHOLD ITEMS that will help the 

women set up their new homes:  
 dishes, pots and pans, kitchen utensils, towels, sheets, bedspreads, 

artwork.  Also accepted for sale in the Thrift Boutique to supply 
funds for the purchase of the above items:  purses, wallets, costume 
jewelry, scarves (NO CLOTHING IS NEEDED AT THIS TIME.) 

 

      For further information, contact  
Denise Geller at (561) 798-9436.  

 

 

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN!  
 

ORDER MAH JONGG CARDS  
For 2015-2016  

Large $9 Small $8  
 

Send name, full address, check made payable to 
Sisterhood, TBJ to the Temple (attn:  Ella Bender) 

 

DEADLINE:  January 16, 2015. 
 

If we order 35 or more cards, the Mah Jongg League  
will make a contribution to Women's League of TBJ  

 
 

Women's League for Conservative Judaism 
Florida Region 

 

TORAH FUND STUDY DAY 
 

Sunday, November 23, 2014 
 

Beth Torah Congregation 
North Miami Beach, FL 

Rabbi Lilly Kaufman. Executive Director of Torah Fund 
For more information,  

contact Ella Bender at (561) 656-1916  
 

 

BIG PRE-CHANUKAH 
JUCAICA SHOP SALE 

SELECTED ITEMS UP 
TO 50% OFF ORIGINAL 

PRICES 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
7TH- 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 
12TH 



Page 6 of 16 

THE VOICE 

Kol Nidre Appeal 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Beyer, Mark & Stacy 

Brunner, Scott 

Chwieroth, Lina 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Copeland, Donald & Mariam 

Eisner, Milton 

Elgamil, Abraham & Lorna 

Fass, Myra 

Feinsod, George & Norma 

Feurer, Jason & Shoshana 

Feurer, Laura 

Finkel, Seth & Shanna 

Flanagan, Harold & Selma 

Franklin, Judy 

Geller, Denise 

Gersten, Dr. Todd 

Goldstein, Rabbi Nason & Carol 

Gordon, Herbert & Roslyn 

Gross, Melvin & Barbara 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Harris, Bruce & Rayna  

Klein, Richard 

Korn, Ellen 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan 

Murad, Albert & Arline 

Newman, Carol 

Robbert, Jeff & Amy 

Scherzer, Kenneth 

Schimel, Barfry & Elinor 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

Singer, Steven & Marcie 

Sitomer, John & Family 

Solomon, Doris 

Thal, Mitcell & Elizabeth 

Aliyahs 

Clewner, Neil & Philipa 

Weiss, Jason & Daliah 

General Fund 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

   In Honor of Daniel Delisi 

Franklin, Judy 

   In Honor of Jerry Bank’s Birthday 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

   In Honor of Judy Lederer’s Son’s Wedding 

Gulker, Holly 

Schonberg, Felice 

Dr. Todd Gersten 

High Holidays Flower Fund 

Annonymous 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Buckstein, Sara 

Chwieroth, Linda 

Clewner, Neil & Philipa 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Ephron, Cantor Jacob & Jennifer 

Goldman, Donna 

Kaplan, Lila 

Klein, Richard 

Lederer, Judith 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan 

Miller, Charlie  

Perlman, Sam & Linda 

Solomon, Robert & Valerie 

Sukienik, Dr. Lenard & Cari 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

Zislen, Andrea 

Memorial 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Beverly Draves Hoskins 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Selwyn Sherman’s Sister 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

   for Herbert Usherson 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Minnette Epter 

Goldman, Donna 

   for Jane Garter’s Father 

Goldman, Donna 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   for Karon Madoff’s Mother 

Terry, Herbert 

   for Jodi Solden 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   Kiddush in Memory of  

      Ellis & Sanford Bank 

Goldstein, Rabbi Nason & Carol 

   Kiddush in Honor of Their Anniversary 

Jacobson, Arthur 

   Oneg in Memory of Lillian Jacobson 

Klein, Richard 

   Kiddush in Memory of Marilyn Klein 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan 

   Oneg in Honor of Wendy & Randy’s  

Birthdays 

Martz, Joel & Maggie 

   Kiddush in Memory of Florence Martz 

Molow, Bert 

   Oneg in Memory of Shirley Molow 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Kohan, Dr. Mel & Family 

Robbert, Jeff & Amy 

   Oneg for October Family Service  

 

 

Rfu’ah Shlo’mas ( Get Well Wishes) 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Lenny Sukienik 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Herbert Usherson 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

   for Clarance Hoffberg 

Yizkor Prayers 

Abramson, Ira & Roberta 

Gordon, Herbert & Roslyn 

Kane, Stephen 

Sarter, Lester & Myrna 

Zuckerman, Jay & Iris 

Yahrzeits 

Bender, Chiam & Ella for Abraham Shapiro 

Danziger, Judith for Saul Danziger 

Eisner, Milton for Sophie Eisner 

Elkin, Gladys 

   for Paul Elkin & Lyba Aronoff 

Franklin, Judy for Irv Franklin 

Gold, Randy & Sylvia 

   for Ida Kelvin & Emanuel Sher 

Hans, Carl & Selma for Meyer Siegel 

Hess, Frederick 

   for Herbert & Jenny Hess 

          & Evelyn Tretsky 

Heit, Joseph & Sylvia for Dora Bilsky 

Jacobs, Earl & Roz 

   For Sylvia Kolodny 

Jaffe, Edith 

   for Nathan Jaffe    

Manski, Saul & Manya 

   for Riva Manski 

Melman, Winifred 

   for Shamie Melman 

Murad, Albert & Arline 

   for Madeline Jablon  

Pelzman, Howard & Irene 

   for Louis Pelzman & Rebecca Pelzman 

Robins, Doris 

   for Daniel Robins 

Scher, Gary & Marlene Charson 

   for Rose Rabinowitz, Anna Scher  

         & Hyman Rothstein 

Schimel, Barry & Elinor 

   for Jane Schimel 

Terry, Herbert 

   for Anna Terry 

Turner, Ronald & Mara 

   for Lea & Shirley Aronowitz 

         & Nathan Schwartz 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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 If you find yourself unable to 
achieve meaningful prayer, learn-

ing, and volunteering……….. 
 

 

To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-

cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush! 
 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 
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High Holiday Flower Fund 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Lenny Sukienik and Family 

 

Arnie and Zan Liebowitz 
 

Valerie and Robert Solomon 
 

Cantor Jacob Ephron and Family 
 

Gerald and Florine Bank 
 

Donna and Jerome Goldman 
 

Sam and Linda Perlman 
 

Alan and Andrea Cohan 
 

Anonymous 
 

Thal Family 
 

Judy Lederer 
 

Lila Kaplan 
 

Charlie Miller 
 

Philipa and Neil Clewner 
 

Andrea Zislen 
 

Richard Klein 
 

Linda Chwieroth 
 

Gerry and Kerry Baron 
 

Sallee and Morry Silverman 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
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Please refer to the Temple weekly news   

in order to support fellow temple members 

A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine 
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

We are here for you. 
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Amy Robbert, 
amy@robbertfamily.com  

    
    
    
    

    

 

 

 

Adult Education– We are offering  
conversational Hebrew classes.  

 If you are interested, please call Liz 
at the Temple office.   

We will provide details on dates, 
times and costs, depending on our 

class size. 
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SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, candle-
sticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial candles, 
as well as jewelry, gift 
and novelty items. 

 
SEE US ON THE 

TEMPLE WEBSITE 
 

Call  
Ella Bender  

656-1916  

 
 



Page 12 of 16 

THE VOICE 
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THE VOICE 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention that you 
found their services through  

“The Voice.” 

Page 14 of 16 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
and 

Follow us on  
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Your ad could be here…support your Temple and promote your business in the next Voice. 

 
Advertising Agreement 

B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 
Date: ___________ 
 
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, start-

ing with the ____________ [*month/year]  issue for $____________. 

                    

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

 

Authorized signature: _____________________________ 

 

Print name: _____________________________________ 

 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]       $ 100/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $165/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $330/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $450/yr 

*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “The Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai 
Jacob of Wellington.  Mail this form along with 
your check to:      

Temple B’nai Jacob 
Attn: Shanna Finkel 

  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  
Suite #6 

  Wellington, FL  33414 
 

Please email “jpg” art files to: 
           shannafinkel@yahoo.com 
For questions, call Shanna at 784-3882 

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 

funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 
sponsorship program. 

 
For more information, call the Temple at  

561-793-4347 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

Cantor Jacob Ephron 

Education Director 

Rabbi Janie Grackin 
 
 
 

Officers 
 

Co-President 
Alan Cohan & Morry Silverman 

  

Vice Presidents 
Gerald Bank and Carol Newman 

 

Treasurer 

Carol Newman 
 

Recording Secretary 
Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Amy Robbert 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
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