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From Our Rabbi 
 

 

Join us for Adult Education: first class Friday Night 

January 30
th

 after Shabbat services at 7PM.   
 

The elderly man sits before the psychologist and 

reports on the significant events in his life.  He 

talks about the early years of life as an adopted 

child to a family of great importance, wealth, and 

political clout.  He expresses appreciation for his 

childhood filled with amazing academic experi-

ences, trips around the world, and devoted par-

ents.  Upon reflection, he also discloses feelings of 

sadness and loss related to feelings of abandon-

ment knowing that his biological parents chose to 

put him up for adoption for reasons he never quite 

understood.  He walked around confused during 

his formative years of schooling and adolescence 

appreciative of unlimited opportunities afforded 

him yet always feeling like an “outsider” appar-

ently feeling different from siblings, relatives, and 

peers.  He tells the psychologist that all the confu-

sion of identity began to make some sense when 

he heard he was an adopted child told to him by 

one his teachers.   
 

The patient goes on from there to tell the doctor 

of countless successes throughout his life as a 

community leader and as an advocate for the 

downtrodden.  He becomes tearful when recalling 

how his work for the underserved created conflict 

with his adopted parents who wished that he take 

an executive position in the family business of con-

struction and architecture.  The patient then re-

calls how every decision made in his life was never 

easy and always seemed to upset and/or disap-

point those dear to him.   
 

When discussing his marriage, the man indicates 

that he was a complete failure.  He acknowledges 

that his wife also brought up in a politically driven 

family, suffered loneliness and emptiness through-

out the marriage due to the demands and time 

commitments of his work and leadership.   He re-

ports taking full responsibility for the marital dis-

cord.  As a father, the man states that he was 

never there for his sons as well especially in their 

early years of life.   Tears roll down his face, as he 

reflects upon the current estrangement from his 

children and states “I wish I had been there for 

them when they needed me most.”  “Doctor, I am 

proud of my accomplishments as a leader yet sad-

dened by all the disappointments I experienced 

and the hurts I brought to others.  I am afraid, that 

as an older man reviewing my life, I see much sad-

ness, loss, and loneliness.   In turn, I hope to find 

some awareness of myself and healing of past 

hurts so that the remaining years of my life might 

give me some comfort. Doctor, please help me. “     
 

This man that I tell you about is an individual all of 

us know yet we should get to understand even 

more.  The man before us is Moses, our beloved 

teacher, lawgiver, and prophet. On Friday night 

January 30
th

 after Shabbat services at 7PM, Rabbi 

Bernie Eisenman and I will teach a class entitled 

“Psychological Insights into Biblical Characters.” 

The first person on our list is the aforementioned 

Moses who appears to need to our care and atten-

tion.    The class will then be offered each month 

on a selected Friday night so look for details.  And 

if anyone has a psychological concern with any of 

our Biblical ancestors please let us know and we 

will give them an appointment.  In the mean time, 

please join us for the first class. I promise it will 

be interesting and enjoyable.   
 

Shalom,  
 

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams 
  



 

 

Temple B’nai Jacob is poised to start 2015 with a fresh 

new look.  I am sure you have seen the television show 

Extreme Makeover-Home edition.  We have our own ver-

sion, Extreme Makeover-Temple B’nai Jacob of Welling-

ton.  The refresh and redecorate project will be done in 

several phases including painting, carpeting, and seating.   
 

Our new color scheme is centered around the colors com-

ing from the inspirational stained glass murals that have 

been in storage since our namesake, Temple B’nai Jacob 

of Palm Springs joined us in Wellington.  Once the paint-

ing, carpeting and new seating is completed we look for-

ward to bringing the murals out of storage and welcoming 

them to our current home in Wellington.  

 

Many thanks to Joe Grossman,  Chairman, and members 

of the redecorating committee for coordinating the vari-

ous steps in this project.    
 

Follow our progress on Facebook, if you aren’t already a 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington Facebook Friend, now is 

the time.  Or better yet, come in person. Services are Fri-

day at 7PM, Saturday at 9AM. Office hours are Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10 AM to 2PM, and on Wednes-

day 10 AM to 12PM.  
 

We are very excited to start 2015 with a new look.    

Healthy and Happy New Year wishes, 
 

Alan Cohan, Co-President 
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From Our Co- President  

Temple B’nai Jacob is 

so fortunate that de-

spite our relatively small membership we have a very in-

volved and dedicated group of madrichim.  Madrichim is the 

plural of the Hebrew “madrich” ( for a male) and 

“madricha” (for a female) and comes from the word “to lead 

“ or “to guide”.   I remember learning this word in summer 

camp when the madrichim were actually camp junior coun-

selors. 
 

Our religious school has benefited by dedicated madrichim 

for a number of years.  Our first madricha was Hayley 

Sukienik, who is now a sophomore in college. Her brother 

Jake, now a high school senior, is  in his fifth year as a B’nai 

Jacob madrich.  Jake will certainly be missed as he moves 

onto college. 
 

This school year we have 5 dedicated madrichim in addition 

to Jake Sukienik.  We are so pleased to have Rachel Cohen, 

Alexis Blumberg, Alexandra Ramey, Emily Thal, and Randy 

Feldman as our madrichim.   Along with being valuable help-

ers with our religious school Sunday routine, these teens are 

role models to the children.  Whether preparing snacks, 

helping at tefillah practice, helping children wash hands, re-

citing a bracha with the children, answering the telephone or 

keeping watch at the front door, we are so thankful to al-

ways have our temple madrichim to assist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently, with the guidance of Sharon Abrams, the mad-

richim are also working on a beautiful and meaningful mural 

that will be painted on one of the outside windows of our 

temple for our whole community to appreciate.   In Decem-

ber, the madrichim met for two Sunday night sessions at the 

Abrams house to decide what Bible story or personal Jewish 

experience was most meaningful for them.  The group de-

cided that they wanted to show the story of creation from 

their perspective.  Working as a cohesive team, the group is 

now in the process of determining how they want to depict 

that Biblical story on glass. Seeing these madrichim work 

together, sharing thoughts, learning and reading directly 

from the Chumash, creating templates and discussing every 

aspect of their creation is just an inspiration to watch.   The 

mural is slated to be completed in 6 weeks. 
 

Many thanks to Sharon Abrams and Rabbi Abrams for open-

ing their home.  A special thanks to Sharon  for her guidance 

from the original concept  to completion. 
 

Mazel Tov to Amanda Cohen, Dalia Rubinowicz, Lara Weiss 

and their families for their upcoming B’not Mitzvah.  We 

hope that these girls will continue to be involved with our 

synagogue and join our dedicated group of madrichim for 

the next school year. 
 

Best Wishes to all, 
 

Andrea Cohan 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
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TRENDING: Education at The New School at Temple B’nai 

Jacob 

By Rabbi Janie Grackin, Education Director  
 

We are very excited about the progress we are making at 

The New School @B’nai Jacob.  This is a transitional year in 

many parts of our curriculum and approach to teaching, 

and, as we approach the second half of the year, we are 

seeing the success of our new concepts. 
 

In a recent article published on JEDLab, a Jewish Education 

communal laboratory site, the concept of the multi-age 

classroom was discussed in a paper entitled “Breaking the 

Age Barrier” by Mindy Schiller, a director at the Akiba-

Schechter Jewish Day School.  Her article discusses the 

benefits of combined classes as we experience them at The 

New School @B’nai Jacob (Grades K-1, 2-3, etc.), referred to 

as the multi-age classroom.   
 

The multi-age classroom gives educators the opportunity to 

enhance their teaching with a fresh approach.  “Students 

progress at their own rate – regardless of what external 

demands are placed on them, and children have more time 

to develop as they would naturally, without an external 

timetable.” 
 

As educators and students, this process gives us the oppor-

tunity to develop self-esteem, unsynchronized learning, 

differentiation, and social skills. 
 

Our Hebrew student’s progress is evaluated on a regular 

basis by Moreh Sandi Gladding and Rabbi Joyce Siegel, and 

the children have the opportunity for more specialized 

learning based on their needs at the time.  In this manner,  

 

 

no student is left behind, and those who learn faster have 

the ability to reach higher as they are exposed to more 

challenging material. 
 

All this is happening while we create a sense of community, 

fun, and a love of being Jewish! 
 

As we begin the second half our school year, Grades K-1 

and Grades 4-5 will begin an International Partnership with 

the ORT Hatzor School in the Northern Galilee in Israel.  

Students on both sides of the world will work on projects 

together and communicate via letters and videos.  The stu-

dents are very excited to make new friends in Israel, and we 

hope that these friendships will develop through the years 

as students on both sides have opportunities to visit each 

other through specialty programs sponsored by our Jewish 

Federation. 
 

As part of this process, Moreh Marion Westfal, Moreh 

Sheila Katz and myself are now participating in a required 3-

month Professional Development program about Israel 

sponsored by the Friedman Commission for Jewish Educa-

tion.  At the end of the school year, we hope to visit Israel 

and meet with our teacher/partners and meet our Israeli 

students.  
 

Our programs, art projects and events give us much joy, 

and we love sharing this with you!  Please “FRIEND” us on 

FACEBOOK at Temple B’nai Jacob to see the photos and 

events happening weekly!    

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS  SCHOOL 

Mission Statement 
 

 

 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm Beach 

County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each member to become more deeply connected to his or her Jewish identity 

by providing relevant worship experiences, life-long educational experiences, opportunities for social action, and a connec-

tion to Jewish culture.   We are a diverse and multi-generational congregation committed to serving as a center for con-

temporary Jewish life. 
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How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long thought or dream a reality! 
 
 

 

 
 

How “crafty” are you 
 

Women’s League of TBJ invites you  to participate with 

 

Carol Horton 

Craftswoman Extraordinaire 
 

As she teaches us to create  delightful greeting cards for all 

occasions 

Sunday, February 15th   

10am– noon 

 

PLEASE reserve your spot by February 6th so that sufficient 

materials will be available. 

 

Contact Roz Jacobs—midlad8919@aol.com 

561-795-2387 (home) 

561-906-7033 (cell) 

WOMEN’S LEAGUE SHABBAT 
 

January 17th, 9 AM 
 

Join us as the TBJ members of 
Women’s League lead the Shabbat 

morning service 
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To the following Bat Mitzvahs: 

 

Amanda Cohen– February 7th 

 

Lara Weiss– February 14th 

 

Dalia Rubinowicz– February 21st 

 

 
 

 

 

 

LAST CALL!!! 
 

ORDER MAH JONGG CARDS  
For 2015-2016  

Large $9 Small $8  
 

Send name, full address, check made payable to 
Sisterhood, TBJ to the Temple (attn:  Ella Bender) 

 

DEADLINE:  January 16, 2015. 
 

If we order 35 or more cards, the Mah Jongg League  
will make a contribution to Women's League of TBJ  

 
 

TODAH RABAH FROM WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF TBJ 

 

     It is difficult to imagine being a woman or child who needs to seek shelter from an abusive home.   
Our congregation has been 

     helping the Abused Women's and Children's Thrift Boutique and Shelter in West Palm Beach. 
 

     
 I want to thank everyone who donated to this important charity this year by bringing in household  

items.  These wonderful donations will be used to help set up new apartments for women who are ready to leave 
the shelter and by the women who are still residing in the shelter.  Some of the items may also be sold in the thrift 
store for money to help support the shelter. Your donations help women and children who need immediate help to 

leave a dangerous home situation.  It is a mitzvah for us to help provide a safe place for them to start anew. 
 

     Shalom, 
     Denise Geller  
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Kol Nidre Appeal 

Baron, Kerry & Gerry 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

Bennett, Dean 

Bruck, Dr. Michael & Liat 

Buchstein, Sara 

Casper, Dennis & Louise 

Chase, Bradford & Shana 

Clewner, Neil & Philipa 

Eisenman, Rabbi Bernard & Billie 

Feldman, Robert 

Gersten, Dr. Todd 

Greene, David & Rachel 

Goldman, Donna           

Johnson, Alan 

Kohan, Dr. Mel 

Korn, Ellen 

Lederer, Judith 

Manski, Saul & Manya  

Miller, Adam & Tsiri 

Peckerman, Ursula 

Rosenthal, Robert & Daniela 

Rubinowicz, Dr. Diego & Claudina  

Schimel, Barry & Elinor 

Solomon, Robert & Valerie 

Sukienik, Dr. Leonard & Cari 

Weiner, Marilyn 

Aliyahs 

Greene, David & Rachel 

General Fund 

Bennett, Dean 

   In Appreciation of  

      Rabbi Bernard & Billie Eisenman 

Franklin, Judy 

   In Honor of  

     Joe & Holly Grossman’s Anniversary  

   In Honor of Arnold & Charlette Pine’s  

      66
th

 Anniversary 

Kaplan, Lila 

    In Honor of Ella Bender 

   In Honor of Carl Levison 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

   In Honor of Teddy Mendelsohn’s Bar 

Mitzvah 

Weiss, Jason & Daliah 

   In Honor of Rabbi Abrams 

   In honor of Cantor Ephron 

Galligan, Edward 

Gonzales, Melissa 

Marvin Abrams Scholarship Fund 

Jacobs, Earl & Roz 

   for Sheila Mandelbaum  

Memorial 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Judy Danziger’s Daughter 

   for Paul Grossman 

Newman, Carol 

   for Kurt Schubach 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Lederer, Judy 

Silverman, Morry & Holly 

   for Fanny Handel 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Brunner, Scott 

Greene, David %Rachel 

Miller, Adam & Tsiri 

Thal, Michell & Elizabeth 

   Oneg for October Family Service 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

   Oneg in Memory of Miriam Sherman 

Cohen, Bridget 

   Oneg & Kiddush in Honor of  

      Amanda’s Bat Mitzvah 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

   Kiddush in Celebration of 

      their 45
th

 Anniversary 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Klein, Richard 

   Oneg for December Family Service 

Franklin, Judy 

   Kiddush in Memory of her Parents  

      Rose & Simeon Gross 

Jacobson, Arthur 

   Oneg in Memory of John Jacobson 

Martz, Joel & Maggie 

   Kiddush in Memory of Ernest Gross 

Mendelsohn, Alan & Valerie 

   Oneg & Kiddush in Honor of  

      Teddy’s Bar Mitzvah 

Molow, Bert 

   Oneg in Memory of  

      Marilyn Molow & Gloria Lipton 

Molow, Bert 

   Oneg in Memory of Belle Molow 

Pine, Arnold & Charlotte 

   Kiddush in Celebration of  

      their 66
th

 Anniversary 

Rubinowicz, Dr. Diego & Claudina 

   Oneg & Kiddush in Honor of Dalia’s Bat 

Mitzvah 

Scherzer, Kenneth 

   Kiddush in Memory of Florence Scherzer 

Rfu’ah Shlo’mas ( Get Well Wishes) 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Dorothy Morrissey 

Price, Ann 

   for Ilene Kopelowitz 

Yizkor Prayers 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

Yahrzeits 

Cooper, Bruce & Martine 

   for Janis & William Cooper 

Elkin, Gladys 

   for Lyba Aronoff 

Fass, Myra 

   for Martin & Moses Fass 

Gladding, Sandi 

   for her Brother 

Gold, Sylvia 

   for Eva Sher 

Goodman, Marvin 

   for Joel Goodman 

Gordon, Herbert & Roslyn 

   for Max Schuster 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

   for Louis Grossman 

Heit, Joseph & Sylvia 

   for Rita Berkowitz & Gerald Bilsky 

Lieberman, Adele 

   For Theodore Lieberman 

Murad, Albert & Arline 

   for Frank I. Murad 

Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn 

   for Sylvia & Herman Patrusky 

Pelzman, Howard & Irene 

   for Rebecca Pelzman 

Popkin, Irma 

   for Max Wilbaum 

Seider, Marvin & Arline 

   for Tillie Sacks 

Seigerman, Herbert 

   for Lillian Schonbrun 

Stern, Henry 

   for Emanuel Stern 

Sukienik, Dr. Lenny & Cari 

   for Reuven Sukienik 

Summers, Donald & Ruth 

   for Jacob Sumsky 

Sutton, Sandee for Ady Dorson 

Terry, Herbert for Sue Atkin 

Turner, Ronald & Mara 

   for Stanley Aronowitz  

Weiner, Marilyn 

   for Claire Cohen 

Wolf, Shirley 

   for Martha Wolf 

Stern, Libby 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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 If you find yourself unable to 
achieve meaningful prayer, learn-

ing, and volunteering……….. 
 

 

To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-

cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 
 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 
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Please refer to the Temple weekly news   

in order to support fellow temple members 

A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine 
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

We are here for you. 
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Amy Robbert, 
amy@robbertfamily.com  

    
    
    
    

    

 

 

 

THANK YOU 
  

To the: 
 

Isador and Thelma Segall Trust, Barry 
and Dr. Meredith Snader for the  
donation to the New School at  

Temple B’nai Jacob 
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SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, candle-
sticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial candles, 
as well as jewelry, gift 
and novelty items. 

 
SEE US ON THE 

TEMPLE WEBSITE 
 

Call  
Ella Bender  

656-1916  

 
 

 
 

Beginning Friday night,  
January 30th after Shabbat 

Services at 7 PM 
 

Look out for details of other 
upcoming future classes  
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“PURIM” 

Women's League of TBJ invites you to fulfill the Mitzvah of 

Mishloach Manot 

Enhance the joy of Purim by ordering Shalach Manos packages filled 

with delicious surprises.  Recipients will each get one package of edi-

ble Goodies with a card listing the names of all those who placed an 

order for them. 

Order forms will be available soon.  Deadline for ordering is  

Friday, February 20.  
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THE VOICE 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention that you 
found their services through  

“The Voice.” 
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We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
and 

Follow us on  
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Your ad could be here…support your Temple and promote your business in the next Voice. 

 
Advertising Agreement 

B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 
Date: ___________ 
 
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, start-

ing with the ____________ [*month/year]  issue for $____________. 

                    

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

 

Authorized signature: _____________________________ 

 

Print name: _____________________________________ 

 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]       $ 100/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $165/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $330/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $450/yr 

*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “The Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai 
Jacob of Wellington.  Mail this form along with 
your check to:      

Temple B’nai Jacob 
Attn: Shanna Finkel 

  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  
Suite #6 

  Wellington, FL  33414 
 

Please email “jpg” art files to: 
           shannafinkel@yahoo.com 
For questions, call Shanna at 784-3882 

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 
funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 

sponsorship program. 
 

For more information, call the Temple at  
561-793-4347 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

Cantor Jacob Ephron 

Education Director 

Rabbi Janie Grackin 
 
 
 

Officers 
 

Co-Presidents 
Alan Cohan & Morry Silverman 

  

Vice Presidents 
Gerald Bank and Carol Newman 

 

Treasurer 

Carol Newman 
 

Recording Secretary 
Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Amy Robbert 
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