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From Our Rabbi 
 

 

According to Midrash, all Jews from past, pre-

sent, and future, stood together at Mt. Sinai 

to receive the Torah from the Almighty.  The 

Chassidic Rabbi, Menachem Mendel of Ri-

manov suggests that while we were there 

standing together,  we heard just one letter 

from the first word of the Ten Command-

ments.   That letter is the silent aleph, from 

the word Anochi.   The contemporary Jewish 

thinker, Rabbi Arthur Green says of this claim,  

that “God speaks only the great silence, the 

Divine is a silent womb that contains all of lan-

guage within it.  Imagine that!  At  Mt. Sinai 

we stood there listening to the sound of si-

lence or the silent sounds of life.  No great 

fanfare, no thunder bolts, no lightening, and 

no loud voice of the Almighty shouting in our 

ears.   Just the sound of silence.  The silent 

sound of life we all knew before birth.   
 

We were there at Mt. Sinai to witness the giv-

ing of the Torah and to listen intently to the 

silent sounds of life.  This means that being 

there was more than enough and that our 

presence alone had value.  This has profound 

meaning for me as I accept the position of my 

new congregation;  Temple Beth Sharon of 

Grand Isles in Wellington.   During the quiet 

hours, I sit in silence watching the members of 

the congregation interact.   Often, Joshua is 

playing with Micah with Eitan trying to get in 

the mix. And at the same time, their sister, 

Eliana and their mother, my wife Sharon are 

standing by the side and waiting patiently for 

their turn to make her presence known to the 

boys in some way or another.  My house is not 

without mischief.  Sometimes when able, I sit 

in there silence watching.  Throughout their 

play, and often one at a time, a child comes 

over to me for a hug or a tickle and Sharon 

comes over as well trying to bring me in.    

Wow!  I am silent yet present.  And I know 

that at that moment, my presence alone has 

much value.    
 

At Saturday night June 11
th

 on the first night 

of Shavuot, we begin our celebration of re-

ceiving the Torah at Mt. Sinai.  We stood there 

together as a community and as a Jewish fam-

ily.   We were silent and listened to the silent 

sounds of life.  At that moment our presence 

alone had enough value to last throughout the 

generations.    
 

For the last 9 years, the members of Temple 

B’nai Jacob of Wellington had a tremendous 

presence in my life.   I loved to watch all of 

you interact and work together to build a 

beautiful community and loving synagogue 

family.  There is much to observe in the silent 

sounds of life and I am grateful for all those 

wonderful moments of watching our congre-

gation grow.    
 

At this time in our synagogue’s life and in my 

own life as well, we continue to grow together 

yet in different ways than we did before.  

However, as Jews we all come together every 

year for the celebration of Shavuot.  Jews 

from all over the world and from every time 

period stand together in the silent sounds of 

life embraced by the eternal presence of the 

Almighty forever.   Some bonds can never be 
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broken.  The bonds that we have shared as Rabbi and con-

gregation can never be broken.  The memories we will 

continue to create in our future under different roles yet 

with loving bonds of friendships will last throughout time.    

We will stand together in the silent sounds of life knowing 

that our presence in the history of the Jewish people and  

 

 

in our own personal lives will always have a permanent 

place in our hearts and in the celebration of Shavuot, the 

day we all stood together, forever and ever.    
 

Chag Semeach.   
 

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams  

 

 

April 1
st

, I began my 3rd year as President of TBJ.  Thank 

you for this great honor. I accept the responsibility with 

open arms and am happy to do the job. I enjoy working 

with the people of TBJ, our passionate Rabbi David 

Abrams, our dedicated Officers and Directors, the en-

gaged and involved Religious School parents and teachers 

and of course Liz Thal who has become my sounding 

board. This includes all of you, the members of TBJ who 

see our Shul as your  "home away from home" and your 

"other family”. 

  

There is a Yiddish saying that proclaims; "You cannot 

make Shabbat by yourself." The point is we need other 

Jews around us to live a Jewish life. Jewish life involves 

community and the place where Jews connect with each 

other is the local Synagogue.  That is why it is so impor-

tant to support TBJ. This is the gathering place for our 

community. It is exciting for me to enter our Synagogue 

and see so much enthusiasm and activity. We have such a 

variety of events that there should be something for eve-

ryone. If there is something you would like to be part of at 

TBJ that we are not doing, please let me know. If you have 

ideas for new activities, please let me know. TBJ is here to 

serve you, our Jewish Community. This year I would like to 

see every member of TBJ volunteer to be on a committee. 

Find a committee that sparks your interest, then let me 

know. I will be happy to appoint you to the committee of 

your choice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is just a partial list of committees. 

 

  *Membership- 

 *House & Maintenance-  

  *Catering & Kitchen  

  *Adult Education 

  *Ritual   

  *Communication 

               * Sunshine   

  *Ways and Means 

 

 We are a Spiritual community, an Educational community 

and a Social community. We offer Shabbat Services every 

Friday evening and Saturday morning.  Observance of the 

Holidays, Hebrew School, adult education and Women’s 

League. 
 

 I have tried to make our Shul transparent, with regards to 

financials and our rabbinic search. We are at a crossroads 

at TBJ. As of this article, we still have not hired a full time 

Rabbi. I want to acknowledge our rabbinic search commit-

tee led by Alan Cohan. Let me tell you this has been a full 

time job for all of the members. I also want to thank all of 

our congregants who have participated in the surveys. 

This has given us valuable insight into what we are looking 

for in our next spiritual leader. 

 

 

From Our Rabbi, Con’t. 
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As our school year is coming to a close I would like to 

thank all of our teachers and families for their participa-

tion in our special family events. Thank you to Rabbi 

Abrams, Cantor Sharon, our teachers and students for 

leading and participating in the monthly family Shabbat 

services and of course our first musical Purim Spiel, 

“Little Shop of Torahs.” 
   

This time last year we were wishing Marion Westfal a 

safe and enriching trip to Israel to learn and visit with 

teachers from our twin cities in the Tzhar region of Israel.  

Now it is our pleasure to thank Marion and her new Is-

raeli friend and fellow teacher Dikla Biton.  Dikla took 

over teaching our primary grades on the last day of Sun-

day school and they had a wonderful time.  Our children 

went home with handfuls of learning materials and very 

special Israeli candy.  I understand from the children that 

the candy alone is reason enough to move to Israel.    

These trips and exchanges are sponsored by the Fried-

man Commission for Jewish Education (CJE), Temple 

B’nai Jacob is proud to be a member of CJE and to enjoy 

the many benefits of membership. In addition, we enjoy 

events sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Palm 

Beach County. 
    

This year the Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County is 

celebrating Israel’s 68th Independence Day-Yom Ha’atz-

maut- with a musical celebration on Sunday, May 15, 

from 3-6PM at City Place.  

 

 

It will be a fun celebration where we can join other mem-

bers of our Jewish Community to highlight and support 

Israel.  As part of the celebration, all of the children from 

the various temples, including our B’nai Jacob children 

who participated in the video project, will be invited to 

sing on the stage for the entire audience.  The Hatikvah 

video will be played as well. I imagine our children will be 

more anxious to see themselves on the big screen.  We 

will learn more about this event in the next few weeks 

so, please save the date as these community wide events 

are always very impressive.  
 

We congratulate the Kohan family on the B’not Mitzvah 

of Olivia and Elana on May 14.  Olivia and Skylar Finkel 

( who will be Bat Mitzvah in September) were students in 

our temple’s first Kindergarten class.  It is such an honor 

to have watched our young members grow and learn.   

How time does fly.  I look forward to having these chil-

dren return as Madrichim (learned helpers) in the fall.  

Ken DeLisi has already asked to continue in this role.  We 

are thrilled to have you.   

Wishing everyone a safe and enriching summer. 

   

Andrea   

RABBI SEARCH COMMITTEE  
 

The Rabbinic Search Committee would like to thank the 

congregation who participated and helped with the ser-

vices, meetings, social events with the three candidates 

who came and spent the weekend with us.  Also your 

feedback from the surveys was very valuable. 
   

We received 19 resumes, Skype interviewed 6 candidates 

once, and 3 candidates twice.  Morry Silverman, partici-

pated  in Interview Week at the Jewish Theological Semi-

nary, in New York to interview 3 prospective candidates, 

and we thank him for donating his time and expenses.   

I would like to thank the members of the search commit-

tee, Jerry Bank, Dean Bennett, Ella Bender, Rebecca Blit-

man, Andrea Cohan, Dan DeLisi, Joe Grossman, Clarance 

Hoffberg, Alan Johnson, Mel Kohan, Barbara Marcus, 

Adam Miller, Rob and Valerie Solomon, Morry and Sallee 

Silverman.  They have spent many hours to make sure we 

make the absolute best selection for our shul. 
 

We can assure you that the committee is working dili-

gently to hire the best Rabbi available to lead us into the 

future as our first Full Time Rabbi. 

 

Kol tov, 

 

Alan Cohan 

Rabbicinal Selection Committee Chair.  
 
 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
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THE SQUAD  

 

Most of you know me as “Liz” who works in the Temple 

office. What you may not know is that along with three 

wonderful women, Susan Feldman, Sharon Abrams, and 

Valerie Solomon, we helped to form our Temple Youth 

Group, TBJ SQUAD.  Watching my daughter develop a love 

for the Temple is what got me to pitch in. My daughter 

started coming with me to work on occasion and has 

slowly become a helper during school.  She has taken her 

own leadership role at TBJ and has her own plans for what 

she wants to accomplish here. Emily has far surpassed any 

volunteer hours she needed and has grown immensely 

from helping and giving. Emily is well identified with her 

religion and has become a “mench”. This alone is the 

greatest gift I have received; a gift I want for you. The 

journey begins by coming to Shul, attending Hebrew 

School, and making yourselves available to the congrega-

tion. I encourage all parents to keep their children in-

volved and to take an interest in participating in Temple 

activities and leadership roles.  

 

Often I am thanked for what I do here. The person doing 

the thanking should be me! My family is better, different, 

and more united because of having TBJ as a part of our 

lives.  
 

We want to congratulate Sydney Blitman and Randi 

Feldman, both Temple volunteers, for graduating this 

year. You have been a special part of our SQUAD. We en-

courage all teens entering high school to join us and get 

involved. 

 

We send our heartfelt condolence to Josh Solomon for 

the loss of his grandma and wish Emily Thal a speedy re-

covery from her foot surgery. 
 

We extend a special “thanks” to Rabbi Nason and Carole 

Goldstein, who have been our special supporters from the  

very beginning. 
 

We hope to see you on Friday May 6 at 7PM, for our first 

Youth Group Shabbat! 
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How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long ago thought of dream a  
reality! 

 
 

. 
To honor or remember a birthday,  

anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-
cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 

 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 
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General Fund 

Goldstein, Rabbi Nason & Carol 

TBJ Women’s League 

Yehuda, Shemuel 

   Generous Donations    

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Franklin, Judy 

   In Honor of Herb & Roz Gordon’s  

      Anniversary 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

   In Honor of Ken Scherzer 

Blitman, Rebecca 

   In Honor of Lenore Glickman,  

      Rabbi Abrams, Morry & Sallee      

      Silverman and Alan &  

      Andrea Cohan 

Franklin, Judy 

   In Appreciation of  

      Morry & Sallee  Silverman 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

   In Honor of Ken DeLisi’s Bar Mitzvah-

Pearlman, Sam & Linda 

   In Honor of  the birth of Judy     

      Lederer’s Grandson  

Simmons, Theresa (2 Donations) 

   In Honor of Dean Bennett &  

      Earl Jacobs 

Schillian, Bruce & Helene   

   In Honor of the Chai Notes    

Chometz Sale 

Blitman, Rebecca 

Clewner, Neil & Philipa 

Freedman, Philip & Bette 

Glickman, Lenore 

Silverman, morry & Sallee 

HH Flower Fund 

Flanagan, Harold & Selma 

Kol Nidre Appeal 

Miller, Adam & Tsiri 

Marvin Abrams Scholarship Fund 

Blitman, Rebecca 

   In Honor of Rabbi Abrams  

      for a Great  Sermon 

Memorials  

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Baron, Kerry & Gerry 

Barres, Martha 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

Blitman, Rebecca 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Franklin, Judy 

Glickman, Lenore 

Green, Theodore & Phillis 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Jacobs, Earl & Roz 

Levine, Peter & Rose 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan 

Marcus, Jeff & Barbara 

Morressey, Dorothey 

   for Doris Solomon 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Glickman, Lenore 

   for Phyllis Solomon  

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Peter Wassmann   

Mi Shebarach 

Heimberg, Helene for herself 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

   Kiddush in Celebration of  

      Chaim’s Birthday 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

   In Celebration of Ella’s  

      milestone Birthday 

DeLisi, Daniel & Koko 

   Oneg & Kiddush in Celebration of 

Ken’s Bar Mitzvah 

Glickman, Lenore 

   Kiddush in Memory of Julius Cohen 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

   Kiddush in Celebration of  

      their  shared Birthday 

Hoffberg, Clarance 

   Oneg in Memory of Harold Hoffberg 

Kohan, Dr. Mel 

   Oneg & Kiddush in Celebration of         

      Olivia & Elana’s B’not Mitzvah 

Marcus, Jeff & Barbara 

   Kiddush in Celebration of  

      Barbara’s milestone Birthday 

Marcus,Jeff & Barbara 

   Oneg in Memory of  

      Barbara Connellan 

Molow, Bert 

   Oneg in Memory of Dr. Henry Molow 

Nussbaum, Edward 

   Oneg Fund 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   Oneg in Memory of Edward Thal 

 

Rabbi Search Donations 

Baron, Kerry & Gerry 

Blitman, Rebecca 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Morrissey, Dorothey 

Nussbaum, Edward 

R’fuah Shlomas (Get Well Wishes) 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

Blitman, Rebecca for Emily Thal 

Youth Squad 

Goldstein, Rabbi Nason & Carol 

Yahrzeits 

Akselrod, Suzanne 

   for Samuel Akselrod & Ida Finkel 

Clewner, Neil & Philipa 

   for Rita Cassel Lebois  

Cohen, Alan for Phillis Cohen 

Elkin, Gladys 

   for Herman L. Feldman,  

      Alice C. Aronoff, Morris Elkin  

      & Sophie Elkin 

Fass, Myra 

   for Dora Zussman & Harry Zussman 

Gordon, Herbert & Roslyn 

   for Benjamin Schuster 

Gross, Melvin & Barbara 

   for Martha Gross 

Grossman, Joe & Holly  

   for Estelle Fourens 

Heit, Joseph & Sylvia 

   for Harry Heit & Morris Bilsky 

Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan  

   for Hapizah Rahim 

Marcus, Jeff & Barbara  

   for Barbara Connellan 

Melman, Winifred for Tobye Yablon 

Murad, Albert & Arline for Morris Karp 

Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn 

   for Louis Patrusky 

Popkin, Irma for Bessie Wilbaum 

Scher, Gary for Frank Scher 

Seigerman, Herbert for Lena Sunshine 

Seider, Marvin & Arline 

   for Pearl Seider 

Summers, Donald 

   for Aubrey Summers 

Swerdlow, Gail 

   for Leonard Cohen 

Wolf, Werner 

   for Henri I. Wolf 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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For information, please contact your  
Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair, Ella Bender, 
at morah4241@hotmail.com  
or 561-656-1916  

  

 

 

    

A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine     
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Lenore Glickman, 

lesmg@comcast.net  
 
 

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, can-
dlesticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial 
candles, as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items. 

Ella Bender 

                                 561-656-1916 
 
 

See us on the Temple 
Website  

and Facebook Page 
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Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  
your email address at: 

 

561-793-4347 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention 
that you found their services through  

“The Voice.” 
 

THANK YOU 

Page 11 of 13 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
and 

Follow us on  
 
 
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 

funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 
sponsorship program. 

 
For more information, call the Temple at  

561-793-4347 

Advertising Agreement 
B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 

 

Date: ___________ 
 

I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, 

starting with the ____________ issue for $____________. 

           [*month/year] 

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________ 

Print name: _____________________________________________________________ 

VOICE 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]      $136/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $200/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $360/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $500/yr 

 

Yizkor Book (inside cover)         $300 

Yizkor Book  (outside cover)        $400 

Full Page                                        $200  *The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 

                                 Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 
Mail this form along with your “camera ready” art to:    
  Temple B’nai Jacob 
  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  

Suite #6 
  Wellington, FL  33414 

Or email art files to: bnaijacobofwell@aol.com 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

Officers 
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 Morry Silverman 

  

Vice Presidents 
Alan Cohan 
Gerald Bank  

Joseph Grossman 
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Joseph Grossman 
 

Recording Secretary 
Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Lenore Glickman 

Religious School Director 

Andrea Cohan 
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