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From Our Rabbi 
 

 

 Shalom Chavereem,  

 

This is will be a short article in content yet filled 

with a lot of emotion.  On Wednesday, April 30th 

I will be in New York City to receive an honorary 

Doctor of Divinity from the Jewish Theological 

Seminary for my 25 years in the Rabbinical As-

sembly.  During the registration process I was 

asked to summarize some of my most meaning-

ful experiences as a Conservative Rabbis up to 

this point in my life.  The exercise forced me to 

look back on some wonderful emotionally filled 

moments and achievements in my career.  As a 

result, it became clear to me that in the last 25 

years of service, my love for Conservative Juda-

ism has grown and deepened in terms of per-

sonal observance, appreciation, scholarship, and 

a strong belief that Conservative Judaism allows 

us to embrace tradition and modernity at the 

same time.  I truly love our movement and I love 

being a member of the Rabbinical Assembly.  In 

addition, I am honored and proud to share my 

joy and celebration with my dear friend, 

teacher, and colleague Rabbi Bernard Eisenman 

who will also be honored by JTS for his 50 years 

of commitment and service to our movement on 

Tuesday April 29th.  
  

In retrospect, the greatest reward of being a 

Rabbi was the opportunity to develop close and 

meaningful interpersonal relationships with col-

leagues, non-Jewish clergy, and especially with 

congregants who have allowed me to share with 

them moments of joy, sadness, and a shared 

love and commitment to build Jewish life.  In the 

last eight years, I have been blessed to serve as 

Rabbi of our congregation and develop wonder-

ful relationships with many.  I would like to ex-

press my gratitude for the privilege of being 

your Rabbi and spiritual leader.  Specifically, I 

would like to thank Dr. Mel Kohan who shared a 

vision with me and with others to build a Con-

servative synagogue here in Wellington. It if was 

not for Mel’s generosity and love for Judaism 

the doors of this synagogue would never have 

been opened so widely and so hopefully in the 

early years of development. I would also like to 

express my appreciation to the Presidents of 

this synagogue who followed Mel, namely Ge-

rald Bank, Alan Cohan, and Morry Silverman.   

Your unwavering devotion and efforts in main-

taining and growing our congregation are never 

overlooked by your Rabbi.   All of our schul 

Presidents are Tzadikeem, righteous people!  

They deserve our gratitude and respect for all 

their work and time to build our schul and cre-

ate holy space for our Jewish lives.   
 

Finally, and most important I would like to ex-

press my deepest love and appreciation to my 

wife Sharon and children, Joshua, Micah, Eitan, 

and Eleena.  Before I came to TBJ, Sharon en-

couraged me to get back into the pulpit Rabbin-

ate again because recognized a spiritual void in 

my life.  She heard me tell wonderful stories 

about my experience at Temple Emanuel in Vir-

ginia Beach and she developed friendships with 

many members of that synagogue on several 

trips back.  In turn, she expressed a wish for me 

to get back to the pulpit and she gave me her 

blessing.  She told me outright that she too 

shared a deep love for synagogue life and was 

promising in sharing that love with me as my 

partner and also as a Jewish educator.          



 
 

Since the twins were born, Sharon has been incredibly 

supportive of my role as a Rabbi often caring for our chil-

dren without me when I am attended synagogue meet-

ings, led shiva minyans, and especially before the High 

Holy Days when I spend many hours sitting in Starbucks 

working on sermons. Thank you Sharonee for supporting 

me in my love for the Rabbinate.  

  

 

As I look back on my twenty-five years and more, I can say 

that this is truly the most fulfilling time in my life both pro-

fessionally and certainly personally.  On Sunday May 17th 

beginning at 5PM at Dr. Mel Kohan’s house we will cele-

brate my honor together.  I look forward to seeing all of 

you there and sharing my simcha with you.  More impor-

tant I look forward to more time as your Rabbi and for 

sharing our love for Jewish life and for TBJ together.   
 

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams 

From Our President 
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From Our Rabbi, cont’d.  

 

 

There are many reasons not to be a Synagogue president; 

but, there are a few very good reasons you should consider 

accepting this honor at some point in your life.  Serving your 

congregation for the sake of sustaining a Jewish institution 

and, in turn Judaism, learning about the Jewish religion and 

customs and learning more about yourself, are the most 

compelling reasons why I have accepted this honor. Some of 

you are aware that I grew up as a mostly secular Jew. Oh 

yes, I had a Bar Mitzvah and was even Confirmed. But never 

paid much attention to Jewish Laws such as Kasthrut or at-

tending Shul on Shabbat. 
 

In serving as synagogue Co-President along with Alan Cohan 

I have had the opportunity to work closely with Rabbi 

Abrams, board members and fellow congregants to create 

Jewish experiences that are meaningful and often, even fun. 

I am also proud of where our synagogue community is today 

versus where we were 7 years ago when we began.  When 

you walk into our Sanctuary today you might not recognize 

it. Besides the new carpet, chairs, and fresh paint, we have 

now hung some of the stained glass that had been in storage 

from Temple B’nai Jacob of Palm Springs. Again, I want to 

thank Joe Grossman for overseeing this project, and apolo-

gize for “butting in” at times.   This year we plan on expand-

ing our Friday night Shabbat service to add more music, din-

ners and speakers. The Rabbi’s perspective “Transforming 

Your Life through Biblical Models” on Friday’s has been a 

huge success with the help of our dear friend, Rabbi Bernie 

Eisenman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are so many fascinating aspects to the Jewish religion 

- observance, history, politics, philosophy, language (to 

name only a few) - that it is almost impossible to be versed 

in all of them.  How can anyone, even a Rabbi possibly learn 

everything there is to know?  You can’t imagine what you 

don’t know until you assume a leadership role of a congrega-

tion.  But there are means and methods to acquire the skills 

and knowledge, accessible to all.  Just attending services on 

a regular basis,  Friday night, Shabbat morning and holidays 

seems like a lot of Shul going but each time there is some-

thing more to learn and enjoy about the ritual, the choreog-

raphy or the Parsha of the week.   
 

Suffice it to say that navigating through all the personalities 

has taught me a thing or two about how to get along with 

people (some may say I have a way to go).  I’m trying to im-

prove my skills of satisfying the unhappy congregant while 

still upholding USCJ standards, become a better active lis-

tener; learning to put my own opinion aside for the greater 

good of the community; and how and when to go to bat for 

worthy causes. Your active participation will help me be-

come a better Jew. 
 

I would like to welcome our new members Jeff and Barbara 

Marcus and Rebecca Blitman to our Temple family. Looking 

forward seeing you at Shul.  

 

Morry Silverman 
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The New School @ B’nai Jacob 

Rabbi Janie Grackin, Education Director 
 

This has been an exciting and joyful year at The New 

School @B’nai Jacob!  We have learned and grown, experi-

enced new concepts and ideas, sang songs, created beau-

tiful art, and we have reached across the seas to create an 

on-going curriculum and relationship with partnership 

schools in Israel. 
 

Along with our traditional classes in Hebrew, Torah, Holi-

days, Israel, and Jewish History, we have had a year filled 

with experiences. 

Our year began with a Butterfly Project that reflected 

our Six Words of Mitzvot, what we and our fami-

lies believe about doing good deeds. 

Before Rosh Hashanah, our entire school learned a 

new Shofar Song, enjoyed storytelling, and every-

one had the opportunity to blow a Shofar. 

HaKarat HaTov was a special program on Thanksgiv-

ing.  We learned about Gratitude as a Jewish value 

and all students got to make something special to 

take home.  Younger grades made Tzedakah 

Boxes, and our older students used broken clay 

pots to learn about our broken world and how we, 

as Jews, work at Tikun Olam, Healing the World, 

through our good deeds, and using the recon-

structed pot to collect Tzedakah. 

 
Hanukkah was a joyful event filled with games and 

music and LATKES!  Our students made beautiful 

Hanukkiot, Hanukkah Menorahs, and enjoyed a 

special Hanukkah Puppet Show presented by our 

Madrichim, teen leaders. 

Each class had special projects for Tu B’Shevat, as we 

honored our earth. 

 

Purim presented itself with great fun, games and art 

projects.  The most important thing we did was to 

create an Illustrated Megillah, the Story of Esther, 

which was presented as a gift to the Congregation 

at the Purim service. 
 

One month later, students, teachers, and Madrichim 

had the opportunity to re-enact the Passover story 

by “Walking the Exodus”, an interactive experi-

ence of leaving Egypt.  Students acted out the 

parts of all the characters and dressed in costumes 

as we retold the story of our Exodus and crossing 

the Sea of Reeds. 

 
Young families, parents and students, had a special 

day of learning “The Shema at Bedtime” as we 

learned about our daily prayer.  Parents and chil-

dren in Grades K-1 hand-painted and decorated a 

special pillowcase with the Shema printed on it. 

 
Israel Independence Day was recognized with events 

like “Who Wants to Be and Israeli Millionaire?”, 

and other games that explore the cities and places 

in the land of Israel. 

And, finally, our Awards Ceremony at the Temple Pic-

nic for Lag B’Omer.  
 

It was a year filled with excitement and accomplish-

ments, and I am very sad to see it end.  It was my 

honor to serve as the Education Director at The New 

School @Temple B’nai Jacob, and I wish everyone the 

very best summer and New Year. 

RELIGIOUS  SCHOOL 
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WOMEN’S LEAGUE 

Mission Statement 

 

 

 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm 

Beach County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each member to become more deeply connected to his or her Jew-

ish identity by providing relevant worship experiences, life-long educational experiences, opportunities for social ac-

tion, and a connection to Jewish culture.   We are a diverse and multi-generational congregation committed to serving 

as a center for contemporary Jewish life. 

 

 

 

TODAH RABAH 
 

Thanks to all of you who helped to make our Women's League programs a success this year: 

 

All the women who helped to make the Florida Region Fall Cluster Meeting and luncheon run smoothly; 

Denise Geller and all those who contributed household goods for our annual tzedakah project; 

The Women's League members who participated in Women's League Shabbat; 

Roz Jacobs who invited Carol Horton to teach us to make finely crafted cards; 

Sallee Silverman who invited Sharon Parker, Nutrition Coach; 

Andrea Cohan and her committee for a successful Purim Shalach Manot project, with special mention to Valerie Solomon 

and Liz Thal for their generous contributions, and to the students for their Purim cards; 

Holly Grossman for moderating our discussion of THE GHOST OF HANNAH MENDES; 

Valerie Solomon for her printing of the Women's League membership brochure and labels. 

 

Mentioning some always makes me feel that I've neglected others.  Please, if I've forgotten you in the moment of writing 

this, forgive me.  I mean no slight. 

 

Let's build on this year's success.  Soon, we will begin to plan for 2015-2016 or 5776.  Let us know your ideas, talents, areas 

of interest and exploration.  Volunteer to lead or help to implement programs (publicity, mailings, refreshments).  It has 

been suggested that we continue book discussions on an on-going basis.  Whatever your role, join us.  Your participation is 

what makes our programs and projects successful. 

 

Ella Bender  
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Tikkun Olam 
Each year the children in our religious school, through the mitz-

vah of Tzedakah, are able to participate in in Tikkun Olam, repair-

ing the world.  In the past our children have decided to send 

money to assist animal shelters, plant trees in Israel, in 2010 our 

school made a generous donation to the Yemin Orde Youth Vil-

lage in Carmel, Israel which was ravaged by those terrible fires. 
 

This year The New School @ Temple B’nai Jacob, along with other 

religious schools in our area, participated in the Chickens for 

Shabbat program.  Our students were provided with age appro-

priate  books encouraging them to recognize the importance of 

Tzedakah in everyday life.   In this story, a young girl finds a way 

to provide chickens for Shabbat dinners for those in need, and it 

changes her life deeply. 
    

Our school contributed over $70.00 to the Chickens for Shabbat 

Program.   This money, through the Chickens for Shabbat Pro-

gram administered through Alpert Jewish Family and Children’s 

Service,  will be distributed in the form of Publix gift cards, to 

Jewish families in need throughout Palm Beach County.  Jewish 

families who are struggling to make ends meet will be able to 

shop with dignity for fresh fruits, vegetables and meats thanks in 

part, to the generosity of the religious school students at B’nai 

Jacob.  
 

Even the smallest acts of kindness add up.  How proud we are of 

our students and their families.   

 

How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long ago thought of dream a  
reality! 
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General Fund 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

   In Honor of Jake Sukienik for Graduation 

          & Volunteering 

Kaplan, Lila 

   In Appreciation of Dean Bennett  

      & Joe Grossman 

Marcus, Jeffrey & Barbara 

Murad, Albert & Arline 

   2nd Seder Donation 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

   In Honor of Herb & Roslyn Gordon's  

      66th Anniversary and  

      Herb Terry's 96th Birthday 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   In Honor of Rabbi Abrams 25th  

      Anniversary Event 

Fass, Myra 

Murad, Albert & Arline 

Plaza, Ricardo & Karli 

Simmons, Theresa 

   Other Generous Donations 

Chair Donation 

Goldstein, Rabbi Nason & Carole 

Flower Fund 

Franklin, Judy 

Memorials  

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   In Memory of Rhoda Weiss 

Cohan,  Alan & Andrea 

   In Memory of  Mother of Steven Froot 

 Bender, Chaim &  Ella 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

 Newman, Carol                

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth  

   In Memory of  Hapizah Rahim, Mother     

of Zan Liebowitz  

Franklin, Judy 

   In Memory of Betty Breinin 

Goldstein, Rabbi Nason & Carole  

   In Memory of Lanny Sherman 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

   In Memory of Robert Weissberg 

Klein, Richard 

   In Memory of Gerald Silverstein 

Bank, Gerald & Florine  

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   In Memory of Lina Schubach,  

      Carol Newman's Mother 

 

 

 

Pasta Dinner Sponsor 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Daigi, Steve & Fawn 

Schimel, Barry & Elinor 

Picnic Sponsor 

Solomon, Rob & Valerie 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Copeland, Donald & Mariam 

   Oneg in Memory of Mennachem 

Weichslbaum 

Hahn, Margo 

   Kiddush in Honor of Judy Lederer's  

      Birthday 

Molow, Bert 

   Oneg in Memory of Dr. Henry Molow    

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

   Kiddush in Memory of Bernice Silverman 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   Oneg in Memory of Edward Thal 

Blitman, Rebecca 

Chweiroth, Linda 

Robbert, Jeff & Amy 

Solomon Family 

   Oneg for April Family Service 

Rfu’ah Shlo’mas ( Get Well Wishes) 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Franklin, Judy 

Gross, Melvin & Barbara 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Morrissey, Dorothy for Gerald Bank 

Thal Family for Kerry Baron 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Thal Family for Clarence Hoffberg 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea for Arnold Pine 

2nd Seder  Sponsor 

Klein, Richard 

 Glickman, Lenore 

Solomon, Rob & Valerie  

Sale of Chometz 

Aron, Janice 

Bennett, Dean 

Blitman, Rebecca 

Davidoff, Ruth 

Kirschbaum, Phillis 

Freedman, Phillip & Bette 

Klein, Philip 

Krafts, Esther 

 

 

 

Martz, Joel & Maggie 

Popkin, Milton 

Quint, Earl S. 

Schneider, Marshall 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

Sklar, Rabbi Morris & Minnie 

Vogel, Rita 

Wolgin, Alma 

Yizkor Prayers 

Chwieroth, Linda 

Weiner, Marilyn 

Yahrzeits 

Akselrod, Nathan & Suzanne 

   for Sam Akselrod & Ida Finkel 

Clewner, Neil & Philipa 

   for Rita Cassel Lebois 

Eisner, Milton for June Eisner 

Elkin, Gladys 

   for Alice S. Arnoff, Morry & Sophie Elkin 

Fass, Myra for Harry Zussman 

Goodman, Marvin for Sarah Goodman 

Gordon, Herb & Roslyn   

   for Benjamin Shuster     

Gross, Melvin & Barbara 

   for Sylvia Konikow 

Grossman, Joe & Holly for Estelle Fourens 

Heit, Joseph & Sylvia for Morris Bilsky 

Hoffberg, Clarence for Harold Hoffberg 

Jacobson, Sherman 

   for George & Nettie Jackobson 

Marcus, Enid for Jerry Marcus 

Marcus, Jeffrey & Barbara 

   for Barbara Connellan 

Melman, Winifred for Tobye Yablon 

Murad, Albert & Arline for Morris Karp 

Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn 

   for Louis & Marvin Pollack 

Popkin, Irma for Bessie Wilbaum       

Scher, Gary for Frank Scher    

Schimel, Barry Elinor for Leo Schimel 

Shapiro, Ellen for Nathan Daniels 

Solomon, Doris 

   for Linda Anne Solomon 

Sroka, Barbara for Morris Sroka     

Summers, Donald & Ruth 

   for Aubrey Summers       

Swerdlow, Gail for Leonard Cohen   

Weiner, Marilyn for Steven Weiner 

Wolf, Werner for Henri I. Wolf 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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 If you find yourself unable to 

achieve meaningful prayer, learn-

ing, and volunteering……….. 
 

 

To honor or remember a birthday,  

anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-
cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 

 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 
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Please refer to the Temple weekly news   

in order to support fellow temple members 

A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine 
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

We are here for you. 
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Lenore Glickman, 

lesmg@comcast.net  

    
    
    
    

    

 

 
 

NO SUMMER MAH JONGG 

 

 

Sorry, but due to insufficient re-

sponse there will be no mah jongg 

at the temple this summer. 
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SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, candle-
sticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial candles, 
as well as jewelry, gift 
and novelty items. 

 
SEE US ON THE 

TEMPLE WEBSITE 
 

Call  
Ella Bender  

656-1916  

 
 

 
 

 Friday nights,  
after Shabbat Services at 7 PM 

 
Look out for details of other 
upcoming future classes  
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Tikkun Leil Shavuot: 

 

Study and Dairy Dessert 

 

Saturday, May 23rd at 7:30 PM 

 

First Day: 

 

Sunday, May 24th at 9:00 AM  

 

Second Day of Shavuot and Yizkor Service: 

 

Monday, May 25th at 9:00 AM 

 

Hag Shavuot Sameaj! 

 

 

 

Temple B'nai Jacob of Wellington 
12794 W Forest Hill Blvd Suite 6 

Wellington, FL 33414 

bnaijacobofwell@aol.com 
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THE VOICE 

Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  
your email address at: 

 

561-793-4347 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention 
that you found their services through  

“The Voice.” 
 

THANK YOU 

Page 14 of 16 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
and 

Follow us on  
 
 
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Your ad could be here…support your Temple and promote your business in the next Voice. 

 
Advertising Agreement 

B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 
Date: ___________ 
 
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, start-

ing with the ____________ [*month/year]  issue for $____________. 

                    

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

 

Authorized signature: _____________________________ 

 

Print name: _____________________________________ 

 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]       $ 100/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $165/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $330/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $450/yr 

*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “The Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 

Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai 

Jacob of Wellington.  Mail this form along with 
your check to:      

Temple B’nai Jacob 

Attn: Shanna Finkel 

  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  

Suite #6 

  Wellington, FL  33414 
 

Please email “jpg” art files to: 
           shannafinkel@yahoo.com 
For questions, call Shanna at 784-3882 

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 
funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 

sponsorship program. 
 

For more information, call the Temple at  
561-793-4347 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

Cantor Jacob Ephron 

Education Director 

Rabbi Janie Grackin 
 
 
 

Officers 
 

Co-Presidents 
Alan Cohan & Morry Silverman 

  

Vice Presidents 
Gerald Bank and Carol Newman 

 

Treasurer 

Carol Newman 
 

Recording Secretary 
Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Amy Robbert 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage  

PAID  
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TEMPLE B’NAI JACOB  
12794 W Forest Hill Blvd, Ste 6 

West Palm Beach, FL  33414 


