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From Our Rabbi 
 

 

 In the Talmud the Rabbis ask Mai Chanukah or 

what is Chanukah? (Shabbat 21b)?  We are then 

told about the purification of the Temple and 

the miracle of oil that burned for eight days 

when there was only enough oil for the candles 

of the Menorah to stay lit for one day.  And 

while many of us associate the miracle story 

with the rededication of the Temple and Chanu-

kah, the book of  Maccabees which recalls the 

actual military victory over the Hellenists,  the 

book makes no mention of oil or a miracle.    In 

turn, the miracle story of Chanukah according to 

many Rabbis and teachers was most probably 

written many years after the actual event.   
 

Scholars consider many theories about the crea-

tion of the miracle story to describe Chanukah 

and the celebration of this eight day holiday.  

Most understand the eight day celebration of 

Chanukah as nothing new to Jewish holidays 

given the eight days of Sukkot.  We assume 

then, that Chanukah was modeled after Sukkot 

or perhaps the original dedication ceremony of 

Solomon’s Temple which also lasted eight days.  

And while most of this makes sense, the lighting 

of candles for eight days must have some con-

nection with God and the faith of our people.   
 

Perhaps, this is the purpose of the miracle story.  

We are asked to introduce God into the telling 

of our stories about holidays and about our 

lives.  The military victory over the Hellenists 

could not be told without adding a story about 

God’s role in the miraculous survival of Judaism 

over the threats of annihilation.  The miracle 

story of the lights burning for eight days rather 

than one day, teaches us that God was very 

much involved in the defeat of the Hellenists 

and the saving of Jewish life.   
 

The school of Hillel ruled that one candle should 

be lit on the first night and one additional light 

be added every subsequent night.  The School of 

Shammai differed and suggested starting with 

eight candles on the first night and decreasing 

every night.  This is in imitation of the miracle in 

which the supply of oil was progressively used 

up.  However, the tradition of adding lights each 

night won out, on the grounds that holidays and 

sanctity should increase rather than decrease.  

Each candle lit represents the increasing joy and 

celebration in the miracle of our people.   
 

In modern times, we are asked once again to 

consider the question Mai Chanukah, what is 

Chanukah?  If we understand the purpose of the 

miracle story in Chanukah, we must consider the 

role of miracles and God in our lives today as 

Jews.  If we add a candle each night, then we 

appreciate that the sanctity of Judaism will mul-

tiply with every effort we make with our in-

creased involvement in our tradition.  If we ac-

cept that celebrating Judaism is truly miracu-

lous, then our every day of our lives as Jews is 

filled with amazement, wonder, and a deep 

gratitude for the Almighty.   
 

This year may all of you be blessed with the 

miracle of Judaism passed down to us by so 

many generations before. May our faith in God 

grow each day of our lives.  And may the ever 

glowing lights of Chanukah remind us of the 

beauties of our tradition and the God that we 

love.   
 

Chag Oreem Sameach, Happy Festival of Lights,  

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams 
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I want to thank all the volunteers who helped with the High 

Holiday preparations this year. Many hours were put in and I 

would especially like to recognize a few of our members. 

They are Clarence Hoffberg, Alan Cohan, Joe Grossman, and 

Earl Jacobs. And, of course, Liz Thal, who keeps all of us hon-

est.  I want to also acknowledge our clergy; Rabbi Abrams 

and Cantor Ephron and our Gabbaim Ken Scherzer and Alan 

Johnson. This is their Super Bowl. A special thanks to Alan 

Johnson who graciously accepted the honor of addressing 

the congregation on Yom Kippur with an inspiring appeal. All 

of these individuals spent many hours preparing for ALL the 

services. Please thank them for their service when you see 

them. 
  

Our after Holiday Party at the beautiful home of Stephen 

and Fawn Daiagi was terrific.  We all enjoyed great food and 

drinks. Thanks to the committee; Andrea Cohan, Cari 

Sukienik, Rebeca Blitman, and Lenore Glickman for organiz-

ing this wonderful event and thanks to the Daiagi’s for offer-

ing their home again this year. 
  

As some of you may be aware, Beth Israel Funeral Home and 

Eternal Light Cemetery have been friends of Temple B’nai 

Jacob for the past few years, by sponsoring our Yiskor Book.  

Neil Levine, Director at Beth Israel again will conduct a free 

seminar for the congregation. Neil gives back $100 for any-

one who purchases a pre-need package. Please e-mail or call 

the Synagogue if you have any interest in learning about a 

pre-need package. 
   

It is up to each one of us, to actively seek and consciously 

engage in Jewish life.   Judaism is more than faith or belief, 

it’s about how we act in our everyday lives and how we treat 

other people. It’s about transforming the everyday ideas and 

thoughts into something sacred and about giving meaning to 

our lives. As members of a Jewish community, we have the 

responsibility to care, to study, and think seriously about 

how we express our Jewishness in ways that are meaningful 

to each one of us.  To teach Judaism to our children and to 

make it real and relevant in our own lives, we need to make 

it come alive for ourselves. One of the ways that we are try-

ing to make it come alive was with the hiring of a Musical 

Director. Members spoke up and we listened.  The first Mu-

sical Shabbat with Sharon was a big hit on October 16th.    If 

you weren’t able to attend, no worries, the next Musical 

Shabbat is scheduled for November 20th and December 4th. 

We didn’t forget about the little ones either. A PJ Havdalah 

Service is scheduled November 14th @ 5:15 PM. So as you 

can see, there is a lot going on at out Temple these days for 

everyone. 
 

As we enter another year my hope is that we are all able to 

rejoice in our relationships with family, friends, and col-

leagues, and make amends with those we may have harmed 

by words and deeds. Together we can make our TBJ commu-

nity (Kehillah) a caring place to worship, where its members 

embrace Torah learning with prayer and kind deeds; a Shul 

with many opportunities to connect and reconnect with one 

another, and a Shul that provides its members a place where 

they can feel comfortable during celebrations and sorrow. 
  

I look forward to connecting with each of you soon.  
 

Morry Silverman, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have completed the arduous task of filling out a 

nineteen page Congregational Questionnaire that will 

be submitted to the Rabbinical Assembly in the next 

few weeks. This will allow potential candidates to get a 

sense of who we are, as a congregation, and what we 

are looking for in a spiritual leader.  

 

 

It provides, in great detail, our past, our present and 

our hopes for the future. The committee is poised to 

begin the interview process after the first of the year 

and will update you with any information we have 

available. We are grateful to you, our congregation, for 

participating in our survey and giving us a clear vision to 

work with. 

RABBI SEARCH COMMITTEE 
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 The Midrash, in Kohelet Rabba, presents a special 

perspective on a person’s name: “A person has three 

names: one that he is called by his father and mother; one 

that people know him by, and one that he acquires for him-

self.”  The students in our Tzofim class have begun compil-

ing information about themselves and their family history 

to help them better understand themselves, their family 

heritage and hopefully some insight into how they wish to 

develop that third name, “one that is acquired for himself”.  

The questions provided to these children by Morah Mar-

galit are thought provoking and provide a deeper under-

standing of how our Jewish texts relate to today.  These 

worksheets will become part of a year-end booklet for each 

student in this class.  On Tuesdays, this same class with 

Morah Sara is also studying in more depth the meaning of 

the weekly Torah portion and its relevance to our world 

today.   The beautiful rainbow the students have created is 

a visual reminder of G-d’s promise after the flood.  

  

 Students in the Chlautzim class with Morah Becky 

have been working diligently to increase their Hebrew read-

ing skills so that they can increase their participation in the 

monthly family Shabbat services.  We are so fortunate to 

have our madrichim, ( Squad youth group members), who 

are able to provide one on one assistance to students who 

benefit by individualized attention.  They are already pre-

paring for Chanukah. 

   

 Our Parparim and Kohavim classes have also been 

learning about the weekly parsha.  G-d created structure 

and a master plan in the story of creation.  Then the story 

of Babel and Noah and the beautiful well-defined rainbow 

promise. The students loved enriching the roles of G-d, 

Noah, Noah’s wife and all of their family members.   The 

story certainly comes alive with the voices of our children 

“playing” those roles.  Morah Sheila is a terrific producer.  

  

 Each student in our school will be making a Tzeda-

kah Sac to be used and reused throughout the school year.   

Our first Tzedakah Sac project will be for Thanksgiving.  

Many thanks to Morah Marion for spearheading this first 

school project of the year.  

 

 Our first Pajama Havdallah dinner for pre-school to 

second graders will be held on Saturday, November 14, 

5:15-6:30 PM.  We invite everyone to join us in their PJ’s, 

that attire is optional for parents.  This will be a special fun 

event for the younger Jewish Community. 

 

 Don’t forget to “like” us on Facebook to keep up to 

date with Temple B’nai Jacob Religious School activities.  

   

 Andrea Cohan 

 Religious School Director 

 
 

 

RELIGIOUS  SCHOOL 

Mission Statement 
 

 

 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitar-

ian synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm 

Beach County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each 

member to become more deeply connected to his or her  

 

 

 

 

Jewish identity by providing relevant worship experiences, 

life-long educational experiences, opportunities for social 

action, and a connection to Jewish culture.   We are a di-

verse and multi-generational congregation committed to 

serving as a center for contemporary Jewish life. 
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“A Blessing in Disguise” 

 

In November of 2014, a handful of teenagers from Temple 

B’nai Jacob started meeting at Rabbi David Abrams’ house in 

order to create a mural on the outer window of the Syna-

gogue. The teenagers sat down with Rabbi Abrams and a 

Torah to brainstorm a creative depiction of what Judaism 

meant to them. A process that was supposed to last two 

months transformed into a nine month endeavor, a stained 

glass window, and a Youth Group. The young adults focused 

on the Story of Creation. They paired off, created images of 

each day, and then came together to join the pieces of their 

puzzle into a large scale illustration. From that point they 

projected their image onto the outer window of the Temple. 

They created panels of a Magen David on the window, which 

they then painted to create a stained glass effect. While 

looking at the window anyone can see the beauty and the 

artistry of the image, but what lies behind the image reflects 

a deep love of our religion, our heritage, and all that it 

stands for… our children. A simple project to make a window 

look attractive became much more. It evolved into a com-

munity of teenagers who enjoy each other’s company and 

want to work together to build their own platform of what 

Judaism means to them and how they want to incorporate it 

into their lives.  Rabbi Abrams voiced his praise. “I was im-

pressed, yet not surprised, with the serious interest and love 

that the kids showed in making the Biblical Story of Creation 

come alive in their design. I am extremely proud of this spe-

cial group of young adults. They are our future!” 
 

Dreyfoos student Rachel Cohen was the artistic scholar be-

hind the stained glass Magen David. “Working on the win-

dow for many months gave us the opportunity to grow very 

close.  It made us grateful to see how invested the congrega-

tion was in supporting their youth.” Rachel drew each panel 

by hand and created the color palate for the window.  She, 

along with the help of other teenagers in the Synagogue, 

spent countless hours drawing and painting on the window 

that can be seen from the outside and the inside of Temple 

B’nai Jacob. Rachel solicited the help of her younger sister, 

Amanda Cohen, and her friend, Emily Thal, who volunteered 

to help create the mural. Also volunteering to draw and 

paint were Alexis Blumberg, Randy Feldman, and Lexi 

Ramey. 
  

Temple B’nai Jacob Youth Group advisor Elizabeth Thal says, 

“A project that was supposed to last a few months took 

much longer, but so many amazing things came out of it! I 

love watching these kids work and play together, it warms 

my heart.”  
 

 

 

 

THE SQUAD 
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How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long ago thought of dream a  
reality! 

 
 

REMINDER: 
 

Please send in your TBJ Women’s League dues 
for 2015-2016 along with the membership 

form. 
 
 
 

We look forward to your participation for  
successful and fulfilling  

Women’s League programs. 
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Kol Nidre Appeal 

Gerald & Florine Bank 

Florine Bank 

Chaim & Ella Bender 

Dean Bennett 

Rebecca Blitman 

Dr. Michael & Liat Bruck 

Neil & Philipa Clewner 

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

Donald & Miriam Copeland 

Milton shana Eisner 

Myra Fass 

Jason & Shana Feuer 

Laura Feuer 

Harold & Selma Flanagan 

Judy Franklin 

Jerry & Donna Goldman 

Nason & Carol Goldstein 

Herbert & Roslyn Gordon 

Melvin & Barbara Gross 

Joe & Holly Grossman 

Michael Grosswirth 

Clarance Hoffberg 

Earl & Roz Jacobs 

Arthur  Jacobson 

Stephen & Sara Kane 

Arnie & Zan Liebowitz 

Joshua Manning & David Hu 

Jeffrey & Barbara Marcus 

Norbert & Ramona Mizne 

Albert & Arline Murad 

Carol Newman 

Howard & Irene Pelzman 

Brian Rodgers 

Kenneth Scherzer 

Morry & Sallee Silverman 

Doris Solomon 

Jay & Iris Zuckerman 

High Holiday Aliyahs 

Jason & Daliah Weiss 

   for Jacob's Honor  

Arnie & Zan Liebowitz 

General Fund 

Gerald & Florine Bank 

Mitchell & Elizabeth Thal 

   In Honor of Talia Singer's Bat Mitzvah 

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

   In Honor of  

Kenneth Scherzer's 30 Years 

Judy Franklin 

   In Appreciation of  

      Morry & Sallee Silverman    

Lila Kaplan 

   In Appreciation of Dean Bennett 

Sheila Katz 

   In Honor of Andrea Cohan 

Lila Kaplan 

Teresa Simmons 

   In Appreciation of  

      the Torah Study Class 

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

Morry & Sallee Silverman 

Doris Solomon 

   In Honor of Rob & Valerie Solomon 

Mitchell & Elizabeth Thal 

   In Honor of Lenore Glickman  

      Daughter's Wedding  

Israeli Bond Fund 

Chaim & Ella Bender 

Neil & Elizabeth Clewner 

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

Myra Fass 

Judy Franklin 

Judith Lederer 

Arnie & Zan Lieberman 

Carol Newman 

Morry & Sallee Silverman 

 Doris Solomon 

Jay & Iris Zuckerman  

Memorials  

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

Joe & Holly Grossman 

   In Memory of Stanley Goldstein 

Judy Franklin 

   In Memory of Gladys Tabachnick 

Kenneth Scherzer 

   In Memory of  

      Frances "Fran" Goldberg 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Rebecca Blitman Kiddush in Memory of  

   Bernard Horwitz 

Diana  Chalker 

   Kiddush in Honor of Baby Namings 

Richard Klein 

   Kiddush in Memory of Marilyn Klein 

Jeffrey & Bartbara Marcus 

   Kiddush In Memory of Ruth Marcus 

Bert Molow Oneg In Memory of  

      Shirley & Harriet Molow 

Bert Molow 

   Oneg in Memory of Gloria Lipton & 

Marylyne Molow  

Kenneth Scherzer 

   Kiddush in Commemoration of  30 year 

member of Temple B'nai Jacob 

 

R'fuah Sh'leimah (Get Well Wishes) 

Mal Feldman 

   for Phyllis Feldman  

Gerald & Florine Bank 

Rebecca Blitman 

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

Lenore Glickman 

Joe & Holly Grossman 

Carol Newman 

Sam & Linda Perlman 

   for Ella Bender 

Gerald & Florine Bank 

   for Roberta Markowitz 

TBJ Youth Group Fund 

Nason & Carol Goldstein 

Mitchell & elizabeth Thal 

  In Honor of Rob & Valerie Solomon 

  In Honor of Kenneth Scherzer 

  Get Well to Ella Bender 

Yizkor Prayers 

Herbert & Roslyn Gordon 

Carol Hollander 

Judith Lederer 

Beth Tart 

Sherrie Trotman 

Andrea Zislen 

Yahrzeits 

Stan Blumenfeld for Florence & Abe Miller 

Marlene Charson for Hyman Rothstein 

Milton Eisner 

   for Sophie & Samuel Eisner   

Gladys Elkin for Paul Elkin 

Sylvia Gold for Ida Kelvin & Emanuel Sher 

Carl & Selma Hans  

   for Meyer Siegel & Rose Hans 

Sylvia Heit for Dora Bilsky 

Frederick & Barbara Hess 

   for Herbert & Jenny Hess  

         & Evelyn Trestsky  

Winifred Melman for Shamie Melman 

Albert & Marline Murad 

   for Madeline Jablon 

Howard & Irene Pelzman for Louis Pelzman 

Gary Scher 

   for Rose Robinovitz & Bubby Scher 

Marvin & Arline Seider for Tillie Sacks 

Ronald & Mara Turner 

    for Lea & Shirley Aronowitz & 

    for Nathan Schwartz 

Marilyn Weiner for Herman Cohen 

Andrea Zislen for Sam Zislen 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-

cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 
 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 

Women's League of Temple B'nai Jacob Tzedakah Project 

 
SOLES4SOULS 

 

Give Shoes - Give Love 
 

Please bring in new or gently used shoes. 
 

There is a collection box in the temple office. 
 

Donations accepted now through December 6th. 
 

Soles4Souls accepts all types of shoes: 
 

 athletic, running, dress, sandals, pumps, heels, work boots, cleats, dance, flip flops, 
 

 just as long as they are new or gently worn 
 

Tzedakah -  Help people change their lives and the lives of their families 
 

 

*We are also collecting money to offset the cost of shipping. 
Bring Shoes - Bring Cash 

For additional information, please contact Denise Geller (561) 798-9436 

 

 

We welcome our new 

Religious School Music Director 

Sharon Alcalay Leibovici  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to leading the school students in song 

and prayer she will establish a Temple Choir for all 

ages! 
 

Choir Meeting on Sundays beginning  

September 20th, 12:00 noon– 1:00 pm 
 

For more information about joining our choir call our 
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For information, please contact your  
Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair, Ella Bender, 
at morah4241@hotmail.com  
or 561-656-1916  
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Please refer to the Temple weekly news   

in order to support fellow temple members 

Friday night services starting at 7PM 

Saturday morning services starting at 9AM 

A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine 
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

We are here for you. 
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Lenore Glickman, 

lesmg@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

IT'S THAT TIME 

AGAIN!  
 

ORDER MAH JONGG CARDS  
For 2016  

Large $9 Small $8  
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING:   

January 18, 2016 
 
 
 
 

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, can-
dlesticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial 
candles, as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items. 

 

 
 

 
SEE US ON THE TEMPLE  

WEBSITE 
 

Call  
Ella Bender  

656-1916  

 
NEW CHANUKAH ITEMS COMING!   

 
FIRST CHANUKAH CANDLE IS DECEMBER 
6th.  SHOP CLOSE TO HOME AND SUPPORT 

TBJ WOMEN’S LEAGUE  
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Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  
your email address at: 

 

561-793-4347 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention 
that you found their services through  

“The Voice.” 
 

THANK YOU 

Page 12 of 14 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 
Www.templebnaijacob.com 

and 
Follow us on  

 
 
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Your ad could be here…support your Temple and promote your business in the next Voice. 

 
Advertising Agreement 

B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 
Date: ___________ 
 
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, start-

ing with the ____________ [*month/year]  issue for $____________. 

                    

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

 

Authorized signature: _____________________________ 

 

Print name: _____________________________________ 

 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]       $ 100/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $180/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $360/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $450/yr 

*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “The Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai 
Jacob of Wellington.  Mail this form along with 
your check to:      

Temple B’nai Jacob 
Attn: Shanna Finkel 

  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  
Suite #6 

  Wellington, FL  33414 
 

Please email “jpg” art files to: 
           shannafinkel@yahoo.com 
For questions, call Shanna at 784-3882 

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 
funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 

sponsorship program. 
 

For more information, call the Temple at  
561-793-4347 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

Cantor Jacob Ephron 

Officers 
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 Morry Silverman 

  

Vice Presidents 
Alan Cohan 
Gerald Bank  

Joseph Grossman 
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Joseph Grossman 
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Lenore Glickman 

Religious School Director 

Andrea Cohan 
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