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From Our Rabbi 
 

 

 In the merger of our congregation over seven 

years, the group from B’nai Jacob of Palm 

Springs brought with them a great treasure; 

Cantor Jacob Ephron.   For the last seven 

years, our congregation has been truly blessed 

with the presence and talent of our beloved 

Hazzan.  Through his humble spirit, deep 

knowledge and love of Hazzanute, as well as 

his beautiful voice, Jacob has filled our souls 

with countless moments of enlightenment, 

holiness, and joy.  
  

For the High Holy Days, Jacob serves our con-

gregation as a true Shaliach Tzeebork, true 

emissary to the Almighty with deep passion 

and understanding of the liturgy and his re-

spect for the traditional role of the Cantor.  

Throughout the year, Jacob has not only led us 

with honor and Kavod in the most reverent 

times, he has also modeled for us the joy and 

frivolity needed for other times like Purim and 

Simchat Torah.  His imitation of Esther’s voice 

during his chanting of Megillah Esther has 

been quite frankly, hilarious and his dancing 

with the Torah for Simchat Torah has been 

quite frankly, awesome!  And most impressive 

has been Jacob’s skill and appreciation for To-

rah reading and love of the Hebrew language  

demonstrated on Shabbatot  and Holy Days.   

In fact,  I have never heard a better Torah 

reader in all my years as a Rabbi.    Listening to 

his reading of our sacred Torah and other holy 

texts each Shabbat and for Holidays has been 

an absolute honor and blessing.    

 

The word Hazzan is probably borrowed from 

the Assyrian language, in which hazani means 

a director or overseer.  In the course of Jewish 

history, the role of the Hazzan or Cantor has 

evolved from being a director of the schul like 

a shamash today, into one who leads the con-

gregation in Jewish prayer or Tefillah.  Accord-

ing the Shulhan Aruch (code of Jewish law), 

the Cantor must be a pious person with a 

humble personality and a superior vocal tal-

ent.  In modern times, an ordained Cantor 

must go through rigorous graduate school 

training lasting several years where he/she 

learns to be a true scholar of Hazzanute and 

Jewish texts and satisfies the requirements to 

serve as a leader and teacher of Jewish liturgy 

and Judaism to the Jewish people.  
 

Jacob Ephron is a graduate of the Cantorial 

School at the Jewish Theological Seminary and 

a member of our movement’s Cantorial As-

sembly.  He has the respect of his colleagues 

and Rabbis who have worked with  him.  He is 

a credit to his profession and brings honor and 

distinction to the traditional role of  a Cantor.    

His kind and friendly presence has warmly 

touched countless members of our congrega-

tions in moments of celebration and in mo-

ments of crisis and sadness.  Jacob Ephron is 

truly a treasure.   
 

Personally, I have been honored to share the 

pulpit with Jacob my dear colleague and 

friend.  He has guided me and corrected me 

when needed in a loving and supportive man-

ner.   He has my deepest respect and appre-

ciation as a partner on the pulpit and for his 
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Kavod of our sacred relationship as Rabbi and Cantor.  I 

have been deeply moved by his chanting through the 

years and our mutual love of Jewish liturgy and prayer.  

My Rabbinate and Jewish  life has been  deeply enhanced 

by him and I am so grateful to him for that.  Sharon and I 

are also so appreciative to Jacob for his love of our chil-

dren.  They are all adore him.   
 

Cantor Jacob will be honored by our congregation with a 

special gluten free Kiddush after services on Saturday 

January 30th.  Yes, he observes a gluten free diet.  Please 

join me, synagogue officers, and our regular attendees of 

Shabbat services on that day to give Jacob our love, ap-

preciation, and thanks for his special role in our lives as 

our Cantor, our beloved  Hazzan.   
 

L’shalom    
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

 

 
I am fortunate and privileged to have been able to serve you 

as Klie Kodesh, Shliach Zibur, clergy, cantor, and Torah 

reader. All of which describe my role at TBJ, and each have a 

unique purpose and meaning. Over the years I was blessed 

in developing close relationships with many and was genu-

inely interested in each and every one. TBJ has a special 

place in my heart and I cherish the memories we share. Like 

when my daughter had her Bat Mitzvah, a moment never to 

forget, or the many simchas of all the B’nai Mitzvah.  All are 

imprinted in our minds. 
  

Together we’ve grown spiritually, if not in numbers, in wis-

dom, and need to do more outreach. We built a home to-

gether, we survived losses that shook us all; we negotiated 

disagreement, dealt with problematic people, and took hard 

stances when necessary. There are not enough words to 

thank you for the love, kindness and support you have 

shown to me during these years. Through our shared wor-

ship I have been privileged to witness the caring and pres-

ence of G-d. For those opportunities I am thankful.  

 

 

I thank Rabbi David Abrams for a wonderful working rela-

tionship, and for sharing the pulpit with honor and respect. 
 

The best way to honor the role I held is to continue your 

presence in, and support of, this Temple. It is my prayer that 

TBJ will continue to make a difference and be a beacon of 

hope in this community. Therefore, be strong, take courage, 

do not lose heart. As the only conservative Temple in the 

area remember that G-d is with you, love one another, and 

serve G-d faithfully. I am confident that the One who began 

the good work among you will bring it to completion b’karov 

b’yamienu, one day soon. As the Prophet Jeremiah said: “For 

I know the plans I have for you, declares The Lord, plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”. 

And finally as the Psalmist wrote: “So teach us to number 

our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.  

 

Love you all.  
 

Respectfully yours, Cantor Jacob Ephron 

From Our Rabbi, Con’t. 

From Our Cantor 

 

 

 

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitar-

ian synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm 

Beach County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each 

member to become more deeply connected to his or her  

 

 

 

 

Jewish identity by providing relevant worship experiences, 

life-long educational experiences, opportunities for social 

action, and a connection to Jewish culture.   We are a di-

verse and multi-generational congregation committed to 

serving as a center for contemporary Jewish life. 

Mission Statement 



From Our President 

Page 3 of 15 

THE VOICE 

 

 

As we close out 2015 and begin 2016, many of us will 

be thinking about the past year's events.  We think 

about our accomplishments, as well as those of our 

family members and friends.  We remember special 

moments that made us particularly happy or 

proud. We may think about sad events and we think of 

memorable events which occurred in our community, 

our nation, and the world. 
 

On a more personal level, one reason this year was 

important to me is because it's the year I was selected 

to be the Temple B’nai Jacob president.  As president, 

I've seen the dedication and selfless work of many 

congregants.  I want to personally thank all those who 

have committed their time and effort for the benefit 

of our synagogue community.  Thank you, TBJ Board 

members, our committee members, women’s league 

and the many members who have made generous do-

nations of both money and time throughout the year 

and/or assisted with any of our TBJ events. I also want 

to give special recognition to a few of our members 

who truly go above and beyond and never want any 

recognition. So I won’t mention Earl and Dean.  They 

are non-Board members who continually provide out-

standing service for TBJ.  All of these individuals and 

families demonstrate the attributes we need every 

member to aspire to.  They offer their wisdom, they 

give their work, and they contribute their 

wealth.  Temple B’nai Jacob would have a hard time 

surviving without them. 
 

Perhaps, you will join me in making a New Year's reso-

lution to be as generous with wisdom, work, and 

wealth as those mentioned in this article.  If you follow 

through on this resolution, I promise you that 2016 

will be a wonderful year for you and those around 

you.  Happy New Year!   
 

Following our winter time off, we're all back to the 

grind of work and school and of course, retire-

ment.  Meanwhile, your synagogue is vibrant with ac-

tivity.  We ended December with two musical Shab-

bats, a school Hanukah party, and our youth group 

Diva Duck outing and a successful karaoke night. 
 

January 2016, doesn’t slow down starting with our 

monthly Musical Shabbat on January 8th, then 

Women’s League Shabbat weekend on the 15th and 

16th followed by a traditional Tu B’Shevat Seder on 

January 24th.  February kicks off with Shabbat dinner 

on the 5th, so save the date. Then on February 19th at 7 

PM, we will be welcoming the new Israeli Emissary.  Of 

course we will continue our Torah Study Group that 

meets every Monday morning.  We have two Musical 

Shabbat Services planned for February. Of course 

preparations will be under way for our annual Purim 

event. There are numerous opportunities for you to 

step up and volunteer. 
 

TBJ community is here to share both the peaks and 

valleys of life events with its members.  On the one 

hand, we provide a variety of events and activities to 

spark your interest and enthusiasm, as well as provide 

for educational and social outlets for all ages.  On the 

other hand, we're also here to support our community 

members when they need us, for life cycle events. In 

that spirit, please continue to participate, donate, or-

ganize, and assist!  We need every one of you!  
  

On a final note, many of you may be aware that we are 

in the midst of the arduous process of hiring a full time 

Rabbi. There are a lot of moving parts with this process 

and one part is the elimination of the Cantor position. 

This is solely an economic decision. Cantor Ephron has 

been an integral part of our community since the be-

ginning when our two Synagogues merged. He is a 

mensch in every sense of the word. We are planning 

on having a special Kiddush to honor the Cantor on 

Saturday January 30th. This will be the Cantors last 

“official” Shabbat service, but I’m confident that this 

won’t be that last time we hear his davening. I want to 

officially invite all our members to this special Shabbat 

service and Kiddush in his honor. 
 

B’Shalom 
 

Morry Silverman, President  
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The Squad is a coalition of young Jewish people who are ex-

cited to find out more about their religion and culture 

through fun activities and exposure to their community. I’ve 

never been a part of a community group, or a religious group 

before, so everything about the Squad was new to me. I was 

nervous at first to put myself out there and join this exciting 

group, but I don’t regret a second of it. Most teenagers 

would be skeptical of a religious group, and I totally was. 

Each time we have a meeting, I laugh until my cheeks hurt 

and take enough selfies to last the year. The Squad is excit-

ing, and interesting, and the kids I’ve met are intelligent and 

friendly. All of the adventures that we go on together will be 

some of my most treasured memories, I can  

already tell. Lots of the time we spend together is filled with 

chatting and laughing. Diva Duck tours, cookie decorating, 

and poker night are just a few of the memorable and excit-

ing times that we have had together. Occasionally the Squad 

has to make a formal appearance at the Temple, but more 

often than not we’re having a great time laughing and pok-

ing fun at each other. Never in a million years would I have 

guessed that the Squad would help create amazing memo-

ries for me, but I’m more than happy that it did. Going to 

college in a year will be extremely hard without the Squad 

by my side. 
 

With love, 
 

Sydney Blitman,  Senior-American Heritage School 

THE SQUAD 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

 

A few months ago, when Florida avocados were abundant, I 

decided to try to root my own tree from the avocados we 

purchased at Publix, I think 2 for $1.00.  I knew that just put-

ting the pit in water or planting in soil wasn’t going to work 

so I did my Google search and learned that the odds of actu-

ally getting one of two pits to root were not great.  The vari-

ous u-tube videos I watched said maybe 1 in 12 would root 

and actually grow into a tree.  They also said be patient, pa-

tience is not one of my greatest virtues.  Well, I am proud to 

say that one of the pits did root.  “Baby avocado” is still in a 

plastic cup on our porch but “she” now has five leaves and I 

hope “she” will continue to thrive and become an honest to 

goodness avocado tree.  Knowing me I will probably give the 

tree a name, but for the time being she is “baby avocado 

tree.” Her birthday will be celebrated on 15 Shevat, 5776.  

Our school Tu B’Shevat Seder will be held on Sunday, Janu-

ary 24.     This day is known as The Birthday of the Trees. 
  

The Tu B’Shevat Seder was created in the 16th century in 

northern Israel, in the town of Tzfat (a sister city of Palm 

Beach County).  The Tu B’Shevat Seder is loosely based on 

the Passover Seder.  As it was done in Tzfat so many years 

ago, our  Temple B’nai Jacob students will each recite a 

blessing to recognize the many and varied fruits of Israel.  

Our children will say blessings over 4 glasses of juice some-

times red, sometimes white, sometimes mixed (red and 

white).  We will enjoy tasting foods made from various 

grains and we will be thankful for a wide variety of fruits, 

some seen more frequently in Israel than in the United 

States.   

It is the appreciation of the variety of fruits that is so unique 

to this Seder. 
  

The types of fruit we will be eating and saying thanks for in-

clude those with a hard outer shell, an inner pit, outside 

shell and inner pit, and those that are entirely edible.  We 

will also say special prayers for wheat and barley and we’ll 

have some tasty crackers to add to our treats.   The Kabbal-

ists tell us that we should eat at least 15 fruits on Tu 

B’Shevat.  That won’t be happening at our B’nai Jacob School 

Seder. 
 

How fortunate we Floridians are to be able to take our chil-

dren outside any time of the year, but especially on Tu 

B’Shevat.  Let’s continue to help our children experience and 

appreciate watching our trees grown while they provide us 

with shelter, food, oxygen and so much more.  Let’s plant 

more trees and take of the ones we have.  And please join 

me in saying Happy Birthday to “Baby Avocado tree” and all 

of her relatives.  
   

I am looking forward to hearing from parents who would like 

to join and assist at our Tu B’Shevat Seder.  
  

L’Shalom, 

Andrea 
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How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long ago thought of dream a  
reality! 

 
 

. 
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Kol Nidre Appeal 

Myra Abrams & Joseph Victorson 

Kerry & Gerry Baron 

Brad & Shana Chase 

Seth & Shanna Finkel 

David & Rachel Greene 

Alan Johnson 

Dr. Mel Kohan 

Arnold & Charlotte Pine 

Robert & Daniela Rosenthal 

Robert & Valerie Solomon 

Dr. Leonard & Cari Sukienik 

Marilyn Weiner 

General Fund 

Kerry & Gerry Baron 

   For Various Cards 

Judy Franklin 

   In Honor of Arnold & Charlette 

Pine's Anniversary 

   In Honor of Morry & Sallee 

Silverman's Anniversary 

   In Honor of  

      the Mandell's Joining TBJ 

Herbert & Roslyn Gordon 

   Generous Donation to Temple 

Edward Nussbaum 

   Appreciation for Donations  

      in Memory of  his wife Maida 

Kenneth Scherzer 

   In Honor of the Silverman's  

      40th Anniversary 

Teresa Simmons 

    Appreciation of  

       the Torah Study Group 

Morry & Salle Silverman 

   In Memory of Ken Scherzer's  

      Father, Isaac 

   In Honor of the Bender's  

      40th Anniversary 

Bonnie Yanklowitz 

   In Honor of  

      Dolly Morrissey & Liz Thal  

   In Honor of the Rabbi & Cantor   

 

Israeli Bond Fund 

Marilyn Weiner 

Memorials  

Gerald & Florine Bank 

   In Memory of Maida Nussbaum 

Joe & Holly Grossman 

   In Memory of  

      Adeline (Ada) Gilbert 

   In Memory of Rita Malat 

   In Memory of Molly Chernosky 

Memorial Plaque 

Carol Newman 

   In Memory of Lina Schubach 

(Mother) 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Chaim & Ella Bender 

   Kiddush in Honor of  

      their 30th Anniversary 

Janet Chialastri 

   Kiddush in Memory of  

      Maida Nussbaum 

Alan & Andrea Cohan 

   Oneg in Memory of  

      Miriam & Roland Sherman 

Judy Franklin 

   Oneg & Kiddush in Memory of  

      Simon & Rose Gross  

         & Irving Franklin  

Richard Klein 

   Kiddush in Memory of Jacob Klein 

Bert Molow 

   Oneg in Memory of Belle Molow 

Kenneth Scherzer 

   Kiddush in Memory of  

      Isacc Scherzer 

Morry & Sallee Silverman 

    Kiddush In Honor of  

       their 40th Anniversary 

Mitchell & Elizabeth Thal 

   Kiddush in Memory of  

      Ady Dorson 

Dorothy Weiss 

   Kiddush in Memory of  

      Rabbi Gerald Weiss 

Prayer Book Fund 

Anonymous 

 R'fuah Sh'leimah (Get Well 

Wishes) 

Judy Franklin for Ella Bender 

Yizkor Prayers 

Judith Mandell 

Yahrzeits 

Bruce & Marlene Cooper 

   for Janice Cooper 

Gladys Elkin for Luba Arnoff 

Sylvia Gold for Eva Sher 

Marvin Goodman 

   for Joel Goodman 

Herbert & Roslyn Gordon 

   for Max Shuster 

Joe & Holly Grossman 

   for Louis Grossman 

Joseph & Sylvia Heit 

   for Rita Berkowitz & Gerald Bilsky 

Jeffrey & Barbara Marcus 

   for James Connelian 

Winifred Melman for Mary Melman 

Albert & Arline Murad 

   for Frank Murad 

Leonard & Roslyn Patrusky 

   for Herman & Sylvia Patrusky 

Howard & Irene Pelzman 

   for Rebecca Pelzman 

Irma Popkin for Max Wilbaum 

Marlene Scher 

   for Marion Snider 

Herbert Seigerman 

   for Lillian Schonbrun 

Ellen Shapiro 

   for Harry Daniels 

Morry & Sallee Silverman 

   for Kenneth Tabachnick 

Doris Solomon 

   for Irving J. & Morris Solomon 

Henry Stern 

   for Emanuel Stern 

Marilyn Weiner 

   for Claire Cohen 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-

cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 
 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 
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For information, please contact your  
Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair, Ella Bender, 
at morah4241@hotmail.com  
or 561-656-1916  

Women’s League Book Discussion Meeting 
 

Sunday, February 21st  
10:00 AM– 12:00 PM  
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A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine     
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Lenore Glickman, 

lesmg@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

LAST CALL!!! 
 

ORDER MAH JONGG CARDS  
For 2016  

Large $9 Small $8  
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING:   

January 18, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

Send checks, payable to Sisterhood TBJ, to Ella 
Bender at the Temple 

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, can-
dlesticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial 
candles, as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SEE US ON THE TEMPLE WEBSITE 
 

Call  
Ella Bender  

656-1916  

Women’s League of Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington invites 
you to join us for the first adult Tu B’Shevat Seder 

  
Sunday, January 24, 2016 

4PM – 6PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will celebrate the New Year of the Trees by eating fruits, 
nuts, cookies, enjoying some wine, planting parsley and by  

reading and singing together. 
 

RSVP by Friday, January 15th to Liz Thal 
 

Reserve your place by making a cash or check donation of $10, 
payable to Sisterhood, TBJ 

 
12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd.  Wellington, FL 33414 

561-793-4347  bnaijacobofwell@aol.com 
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Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  
your email address at: 

 

561-793-4347 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention 
that you found their services through  

“The Voice.” 
 

THANK YOU 

Page 13 of 15 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
and 

Follow us on  
 
 
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Your ad could be here…support your Temple and promote your business in the next Voice. 

 
Advertising Agreement 

B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 
Date: ___________ 
 
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, start-

ing with the ____________ [*month/year]  issue for $____________. 

                    

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________ 

 

Authorized signature: _____________________________ 

 

Print name: _____________________________________ 

 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]       $ 100/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $180/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $360/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $450/yr 

*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “The Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai 
Jacob of Wellington.  Mail this form along with 
your check to:      

Temple B’nai Jacob 
Attn: Shanna Finkel 

  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  
Suite #6 

  Wellington, FL  33414 
 

Please email “jpg” art files to: 
           shannafinkel@yahoo.com 
For questions, call Shanna at 784-3882 

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 
funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 

sponsorship program. 
 

For more information, call the Temple at  
561-793-4347 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. David Abrams 

Cantor Jacob Ephron 

Officers 
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 Morry Silverman 

  

Vice Presidents 
Alan Cohan 
Gerald Bank  

Joseph Grossman 
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Joseph Grossman 
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Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Lenore Glickman 

Religious School Director 

Andrea Cohan 
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