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From Our Rabbi/Hazzan 
 

 

As my family and I prepare to move to a 

new shul and a new home, I’d like to thank 

Alan Cohan and the Search Committee, our 

President Morry Silverman, and all those 

who have made me feel so welcome in what 

will be our new physical and congregational 

home. A special thanks goes to Rabbi Dr. 

David Abrams who has been so warm in 

welcoming me into the shul which he has 

guided for nearly the last decade. I can only 

hope and pray to live up to the standard he 

has set as we continue to grow l’eila l’eila, 

above and above, as Temple B’nai Jacob be-

comes the exemplary and inevitable home 

for traditional Conservative Judaism in Palm 

Beach County.  
 

At this writing, it’s almost July, and with that 

the beginning of what I hope will be a long 

and fruitful tenure at Temple B’nai Jacob. I 

am excited to be taking on this new, multi-

pronged role for our shul, and am honored 

to have been selected as your first full-time 

clergy. I find the combined position to very 

meaningful; as a Rabbi, I have the opportu-

nity to inspire, educate, and interact regu-

larly with congregants, students, staff, and 

prospective members of our community. As 

a Hazzan, I have the honor of guiding our 

liturgical conversation with the Almighty, as 

we approach G-d with prayer involving song, 

supplication, meditation, and joy. Jewish 

ritual is a blend of kavvana, intent/emotion, 

and keva, ritual/action. The unique role I’m 

taking on will hopefully allow me to cover 

the bases in a way which will create a con-

gregation unique for our area; one which 

will continue to grow and develop in en-

gagement, depth, and numbers for many 

years to come.  
 

We have already been working behind the 

scenes to ensure that the transition goes 

smoothly, and we’ve been floating a num-

ber of ideas and dreams back and forth as to 

how we envision TBJ’s growth over the next 

few years, and well into the future. This is a 

process which depends on vital and con-

stant communication between everyone 

involved. Please know that I am always open 

to hearing your reactions, suggestions, ob-

servations, criticisms, or, of course, compli-

ments and accolades! But that’s only part of 

the process. With input from our shul lead-

ership, the Transition Committee, and mem-

bers of our congregational family, I hope to 

be slowly rolling out some new initiatives 

over the next few months in hopes of re-

vamping our overall program to one which 

will have something to offer for everyone in 

terms of education, engagement, ritual/

liturgy, and social action. Your thoughts, 

hopes and suggestions will aid that process. 

That’s where you come in. Give me your 

ideas. Share your dreams. Describe your vi-

sion. We’re listening. I can be reached at 

tbjrav@gmail.com or through the office. Let 

me know what you suggest, what you’d pre-

fer to see, what you like, what you dislike, 
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I am happy to welcome Rabbi David Sislen to our Temple 

B'nai Jacob of Wellington family. We are indeed a family at 

TBJ. Please feel free to stop into the synagogue and say 

hello to our first full-time Rabbi. Rabbi Sislen will also be our 

Cantor and work with Andrea at our school. 

 

Regardless of the circumstance, making this change is nec-

essary for growth and improvement at TBJ. Some of us will 

have difficulties adjusting to change or resist it altogether. I 

know, I will. It goes without saying that change requires a 

great deal of faith.  By having Rabbi Sislen as our full-time 

Rabbi, it will naturally change the way we connect with our 

community; liturgically, socially, and educationally and will 

provide different opportunities for open, engaging, spiritual, 

and accessible relationships. For example, musical growth/

change because of Rabbi Sislen’s skill as a Hazzan should be 

considered positive because we’ll have a greater variety of 

styles and genres. 

 

The fact that most of us dislike change and resist it so much 

is just human nature. Those of us who are regular Shul goers 

may be used to the same tunes, the same order in the ser-

vice, and even know the exact page numbers in the prayer 

book .We like living in our comfort zones and maintaining 

our personal habits or patterns. 

  

Even though positive change is good, and hiring a full-time 

Rabbi is very good, it still requires an adjustment and learn-

ing new patterns, thereby making it difficult.  

I’m asking everyone to embrace the change we are making. 

Accepting this change will make the transition easier and 

will enable us to develop and maintain a positive attitude. 

Try to maintain normal patterns, although we are making a 

change in Clergy, you still need to maintain some normalcy 

in the process. Despite the fact that change is normal and 

oftentimes welcomed, it can still be difficult and stressful to 

acclimate ourselves to it. Remember change at Temple B’nai 

Jacob is the ultimate growth opportunity. The leaders of TBJ 

are available to Rabbi Sislen to guide him, but he is in charge 

of the pulpit. In order for us to have a smooth transition, a 

committee has been formed. This committee will serve as 

the liaison between Rabbi Sislen’s new ideas and our cur-

rent status quo. I am delighted to announce our members 

who have agreed to serve on this Transition Committee.  

They include; Andrea Cohan, Clarance Hofberg, Ella Bender, 

Gerald Bank, Lenore Glickman, Rebecca Blitman, Sallee 

Silverman and Ken Scherzer. While it’s important for you to 

introduce yourself to Rabbi Sislen, and I encourage you to 

do so, please approach one of the committee members for 

any suggestions and ideas about things you would like to 

see change or stay the same so that we don’t overwhelm 

Rabbi Sislen in his first month as our Spiritual Leader. 

 

Finally I want to acknowledge Rabbi Abrams, who we will be 

honoring on July 10
th

. We are honored that Rabbi Abrams 

has accepted the role of Rabbi Emeritus. Over the past 8 

years you have been our Rabbi, mentor, teacher, and friend. 

You have been an extraordinary gift in my life and the life of 

my family. You encouraged me to be active in the Shul, and 

you challenged me to think more deeply about my spiritual-

ity. We have all seen your family grow and are looking for-

ward to seeing you in years to come. While this new role 

may be difficult for you and your family, (change is difficult) 

always remember that you built this synagogue from a few 

members to where we are today. That’s something you of 

which should be very proud. 

 

 Morry Silverman, President 

 

 

what you’d like to lead, or what you’d like to learn. 
 

My wife Jennifer, my daughter, Kaleigh, and I wish you 

the best for the rest of the summer, and as we wind up 

for the fall, may we all prepare for a New Year of pros-

perity, health, growth, and more than anything, of 

peace. With G-d’s help, our shul will grow m’chayil 

l’chayil, from strength to strength, for many years to 

come. 
 

L’shalom, 
 

Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 

From Our Rabbi, con’t. 
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Starting a Youth Group at Temple B'nai Jacob was an important step in keeping the kids who graduated 

connected to the Temple and to Judaism.  After graduating, I volunteered every week with some of the kids who were in 

my classes.  The idea of starting a Youth Group was a great way of keeping in touch and seeing people who I've really got-

ten to know over the years.  We planned events that we all agreed would be fun for everyone. It turned out to be a small 

group of close friends who grew closer with each meeting.  

 

Unfortunately, I could only be a part of it for one year, but knowing that I am a founding member is a great feeling.   I 

would lke to find a way to stay involved with the Squad, possibly supervising or helping out with planning.  Hopefully, it will 

continue to grow and become as meaningful to other kids as it has been to me. 

  

Randy Feldman 
 

THE SQUAD 

 
 

“When you do what I do, there’s no such thing as a routine service,” he said. “Every one is very special and very 
unique. The previous rabbi who was here, Rabbi Abrams, told me that no matter what kind of mood you walk into 
services here with, when you walk out, you just feel wonderful. That’s what I’m hoping to maintain, and that has 
always been the way that it has been for me. I’m hoping that we can have an evergrowing 
number of people who will feel the same way.” 
The roles of rabbi and cantor have diversified, becoming more focused on clergy and education, which makes 
Sislen’s becoming the education director, rabbi and cantor a unique, but perfect, fit. 
“With the education component, we are very fortunate to have Andrea Cohan as our director of education, so I’ll 
be more of a supervisor in helping to establish curriculum and maintain curriculum in ways that haven’t been done 
before,” he explained. 
Temple President Morry Silverman is glad to have Sislen on board. The temple began its search for a new rabbi in 
September 2015. 
“We had multiple interviews; multiple applicants. We were actually looking for a High Holiday cantor. Rabbi 
Sislen gave us his resume, and we looked at it and said we had to invite him up to conduct a service,” Silverman 
said. 
Sislen was well-liked, held a study class after the service, and the process of offering him a job began, Silverman 
explained. 
“It took us eight or nine months before we found the right person,” Silverman said. 
Now, Sislen is getting ready, meeting temple members, and will be introducing himself further in July. 
There is a great deal of growth in the future for the congregation, which Sislen has found to be warm and inviting. 
Currently located in the original Wellington Mall, the temple owns land on Lake Worth Road for a permanent 
home. Sislen hopes to begin work on that permanent home soon, while still maintaining the intimate, smalltown 
and family feel with the congregation. 
“If we can keep it intimate, homey, friendly and welcoming, and everything else that an institution like this should 
be, I think we’ll have a very unique congregation,” Sislen said. “I’m hoping to keep our level of Jewish tradition 
fairly high, so people who are of a more traditional orientation are comfortable here, but I also want to keep things 
as accessible as possible so that somebody who knows very little about Jewish liturgy, ritual and practice, would 
still be comfortable coming in here and not feel alienated. We want them to feel welcome, and hopefully walk out 
of services feeling that same kind of energy and joy that we go for.” 
 

 

Town Crier, Con’t. 
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It has been such a pleasure to “informally” plan the Religious 

School curriculum with Rabbi Sislen this early part of the 

summer break.  By the time you receive this issue of The 

Voice, it will be after July first and our informal planning will 

become formal plans for the school year 5777.   My role as 

religious school director will have few changes.  I remain 

responsible for the general operation and well-being of the 

school.  Rabbi Sislen will be part a valuable member of the 

education team providing knowledge, education, motiva-

tion, and support wherever and whenever needed.  I know 

the children, as well as the teachers, will enjoy his “ruach” 

and all that comes with someone who truly enjoys interact-

ing with the children while helping them learn and gain valu-

able Jewish experiences.  We will have some wonderful en-

hancements to our existing school program as well as some 

welcome changes.  Shabbat doesn’t stop during the sum-

mer, would be great for you to meet Rabbi Sislen at Shabbat 

Services before school starts in September. 

   

 

 

 

You will also have the opportunity to meet Rabbi Sislen at 

our TBJ Midsummer Magic Show with Eric Kurit on Sunday, 

July 17, 3:00-5:00 PM. This will be a fun, informal gathering 

at the synagogue.  We will have some light “kid friendly” 

refreshments, everyone is invited.  We will enjoy the magic 

and some mid-summer schmoozing with our TBJ family.  

Please give Liz a call or send me an e-mail if you are planning 

to attend.  I hope to see you there. 

 

L’Shalom, 

 

Andrea Cohan 

Religious School Director  
  

How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 
Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew and 
is willing to learn the tropes (chanting noteschanting noteschanting noteschanting notes) is  

invited to contact Ella Bender 
(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916)  

for further information. 
 

Make that long ago thought of dream a  
reality! 

 
 

. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-

cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 
 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 
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General Fund 

Albrecht, Phillip & Holly 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Glickman, Lenore 

   In Celebration of  

      Arnold Pine’s 90
th

 Birthday 

Bennett, Dean & Abby 

    In Appreciation of Seder with Rabbi 

       Neson & Carol Goldstein 

Goldstein, Rabbi Neson & Carol 

   Generous Donation 

Gross, Melvin & Barbara  

Grossman, Joe & Holly  

   In Honor of Olivia & Elana Kohan’s            

Bat Mitzvahs 

Jacobson, Arthur 

   Generous Donation 

Kapla, Lila 

   In Honor of Her Daughter’s  

      New Position 

  Sam & Linda 

   In Honor of  

      Dean Bennett & Earl Jacobs 

Scherzer, Kenneth 

   Generous Donation 

Taylor, Kenneth & Leah 

   To Life, Children & Good Health 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   In Celebration of Kenneth Scherzer’s    

90
th

 Birthday 

Chometz Sale 

Aron, J 

Freedman, Phillip & Bette 

Kaplan, Gloria 

Kirschbaum Family 

Krafts, Esther 

Mandelbaum, Henry & Sheila 

Quint, Reva 

Sklar, Minnie 

Vogel, Rita 

Aliahs 

Gordon, Herbert 

Marvin Abrams Scholarship Fund 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Glickman, Lenore 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   In Honor of Rabbi Abrams 

Memorials  

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Bender, Chaim & Ella 

Bennett, Dean 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Delisi, Dan & Koko 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

Kaplan, Lila 

Lebowitz, Arnie & Zan 

Perlman, Sam & Linda 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   In Memory of Ellen Feinberg 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

Baron, Kerry & Gerry 

Cohan Alan & Andrea 

Goldman, Donna 

Thal, Mitchell & Elizabeth 

   In Memory of Phyllis Feldman 

Cohan, Alan & Andrea 

Glickman, Lenore 

    In Memory of Irwin Katz 

Grossman, Joe & Holly 

   In Memory of James Grinder 

Oneg & Kiddush  

Bruck, Dr. Bruce & Liat 

   Kiddush in Memory of Barry Ira Bruck 

Hoffberg, Clarance & Helen 

   Oneg in Memory of  

      Rebecca Hoffberg 

Klein, Richaed 

   Oneg in Honor of Rabbi Abrams    

   Oneg in Honor of Rabbi Sislen 

Jacobson, Arthur 

   Oneg in Memory of Anna Jacobson 

Newman, Carol 

   Oneg in Memory of Lina Schubach 

Pine, Arnold & Charlette 

   In Celebration of  

      Arnold’s 90
th

 Birthday 

Scherzer, Kenneth 

   In Celebration of  

      Kenny’s 90
th

 Birthday 

Silverman, Morry & Sallee 

   Kiddush in Memory of  

      Gladys Tabachnick 

Solomon, Robert & Valerie 

   Oneg in Memory of  

      Linda Anne Solomon 

Yizkor 

Anonymous 

Gordon,  

Herbert & Roslyn 

Lederer, Judy 

Stein, Martin & Janice 

Youth Squad 

Goldstein, Rabbi Neson & Carol 

Yahrzeits 

Bank, Gerald & Florine 

   for Mollie Bank 

Cooper, Bruce 

   for Phyllis Beth Cooper Isaacs 

Elkin, Gladys 

   for Abraham Feldman 

Fass, Myra   

   for Harry Zussman 

Gordon, Herbert & Roslyn 

   for Sam Gordon & Paul Stone 

Heit, Sylvia   

   for Morris Bilsky 

Mandell,Joshua & Sabain 

   for Jack Mandell 

Melman, Winifred 

   for Freeda Cohen 

Murad, Albert & Arline 

   for Yaldooz A. Murad 

Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn 

   for Marvin Pollack 

Scher, Gary 

   for Hyman Robinowitz 

Scher,  Marlene 

   for Mike Snider 

Schnayer, Rita 

   for Sydney Schnayer 

Seider, Marvin & Arline 

   for Harold Sacks 

Shapiro, Ellen 

   for Nathan Daniels 

Turner, Mara Lynne 

   for Max Aronowitz 

Weiner, Marilyn 

   for Shmuel Ben Shimon 

Wolf, Werner 

   for Sophie Weissman 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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For information, please contact your  
Sisterhood Torah Fund Chair, Ella Bender, 
at morah4241@hotmail.com  
or 561-656-1916  

  

 

 

    

A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine A Word from the Sunshine     
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 
• In need of a friend to share a holiday 

meal with 
 

If you or any member of your family, or if 
you know of anyone in our Temple family 

that is in need, please let us know.  
 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple – 793-4347,  
or e –mail Lenore Glickman, 

lesmg@comcast.net  
 
 

SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and “kosher” scrolls, can-
dlesticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial 
candles, as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items. 

Ella Bender 

                                 561-656-1916 
 

CHANUKAH IN JULY SALE! 

See us on the Temple 
Website  

and Facebook Page 
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Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  
your email address at: 

 

561-793-4347 

If you use any of our advertisers please mention 
that you found their services through  

“The Voice.” 
 

THANK YOU 

Page 11 of 13 

 

We’re on the Web! 
 

See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
and 

Follow us on  
 
 
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 

funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 
sponsorship program. 

 
For more information, call the Temple at  

561-793-4347 

Advertising Agreement 
B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 

 

Date: ___________ 
 

I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, 

starting with the ____________ issue for $____________. 

           [*month/year] 

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________ 

Print name: _____________________________________________________________ 

VOICE 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]      $136/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $200/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $360/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $500/yr 

 

Yizkor Book (inside cover)         $300 

Yizkor Book  (outside cover)        $400 

Full Page                                        $200  *The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year: 

                                 Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 
Mail this form along with your “camera ready” art to:    
  Temple B’nai Jacob 
  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  

Suite #6 
  Wellington, FL  33414 

Or email art files to: bnaijacobofwell@aol.com 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi/Hazzan 

David Sislen 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Dr. David Abrams 
Religious School Director 

Andrea Cohan 
President 

Morry Silverman 
  

Vice Presidents 
Alan Cohan 
Gerald Bank  

Joseph Grossman 
 

Treasurer 

Joseph Grossman 
 

Recording Secretary 
Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Lenore Glickman 
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