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From Our Rabbi, Emeritus

Editor:
Elizabeth Thal

There is so much to talk about.
These are my thoughts as we
approach another High Holy Day
season of observance together.
For many of us this journey of
growth begins on Tisha B’Av the
day of mourning for the destruction of the Temple. Each year
we travel on this spiritual journey of ritual and prayer beginning with the mourning of what we thought
would be our permanent house of prayer to sitting in
our new home, the Sukkah, a temporary fragile
home. Along the way from one home to the next
we ponder about our lives, our imperfections, our
family, our community, and our relationship with
the Almighty. This trip is so spiritually moving, so
meaningful, and so important that is one that should
never be taken alone. It is a journey that we as a
Jewish community take together as we observe the
Holy Days and practice “teshuva”, a “return” to our
people and to our God.
For the last several years in preparation for
“chesbone hanefesh”, (taking inventory of our
souls) I have turned to the teachings of Rabbi Alan
Lew z”l. He wrote a wonderful preparatory book for
the holidays entitled, “This Is Real And You Are
Completely Unprepared”. Just opening it up at this
of time of year when I begin taking account of my
soul, triggers this feeling of “awe” and trepidation.
Years ago when I was a Rabbinical student, I had
the wonderful experience of meeting Alan and studying with him at the JTS summer program in Israel.
At that time, Rabbi Lew, in his early forties and
already a successful author, was beginning his entry
into the Rabbinical program at the Seminary. He
was a brilliant and deeply spiritual man whose untimely death a few years was a tremendous loss to
the Jewish world. His book highlights the spiritual
journey we take from the Temple our former home
that we thought would last forever to our temporary
yet beautiful home, the Sukkah, a beautiful metaphor for life itself. He emphasizes the importance
of the 100 shofar blasts that wakes us up to the re-

birth of our souls and the renewed appreciation of
life, relationships, and our beloved Jewish community. At this time, I so appreciate his book that sat
on my bookshelf for the year. It is now opened
once again for awakening, guidance, and inspiration
for the “Days of Awe” and the holy journey.
As a synagogue, we once again embark on
a new season and a new chapter in the life Temple
B’nai Jacob. I am so thrilled to be back in an official capacity as an “active Rabbi Emeritus”. There
is so much we need to talk about as we embrace our
spiritual and Jewish journey together. As many
already know, we have recently been blessed to
have Rabbi Matan Peled join our synagogue family
as an educator and spiritual leader. In the first weeks
of working together with him, I am already inspired
by his Jewish knowledge, ideas for growth, deep
passion, love for Judaism and most of all kind and
caring presence. Please join me in welcoming Rabbi Peled, his wife Cantor Jenn and their sons Noam
and Shai to the TBJ community. Personally, I look
forward to sharing the pulpit with him and developing our relationship. Within our synagogue family,
there are so many things to be excited about.
I predict there are so many things that we
will talk about. This is what I predict will happen in
our time together, once again. So as we prepare
ourselves for the awesome spiritual Jewish journey
through the holy season beginning on Tisha B’Av
and ending on Sukkot, from one home to the next,
from summer to fall, let us return to the loving arms
of our synagogue family and form a bond never to
be broken. May our new family members including Rabbi Matan Peled always feel that TBJ is their
spiritual home.
On behalf of Sharon and our kids, I would like to
wish all of you a good and sweet new year. Shana
Tovah U’mitookah. We will see you at Schul.
Rabbi Dr. David Abrams

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams
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From Our Co- President

Jacob community. What does it mean to make the choice to belong
to a Jewish Community? I think it means that we are looking for a

As we come to the end of the Jewish cal-

place that is welcoming, where we can build intimate relationships,

endar year 5779, I begin to reflect on the

be supportive of each other during tragedies, and celebrate Sim-

previous year. The main change this year chas; TBJ is a place that addresses profound spiritual yearnings and
a community where we can connect to our Jewish traditions. We
is that we have a new rabbinical team.
Rabbi Peled has been here for only a few

are looking for a place to call home, a community. I believe that

months, and I have noticed a change in

TBJ is that place. A community is different than a congregation. A

our Friday night service. Along with Rab- congregation is a place wher e people come together to congr ebi Abrams conducting our Saturday Shab- gate, but a community is more than that. It is a network of support
bat service, I feel a new energy and excitement taking place at TBJ. and relationships. It is the High Holiday season, the time of year
when synagogues double, triple, or quadruple in attendance, as minWe are singing new tunes but also returning to some of our favorites. If you haven’t been to services in a while, you don’t know

imally affiliated Jews stream back through the sanctuary doors,

what you’re missing. Rabbi Peled has been working along with

looking for their annual connection. If you have not been to a Fri-

Andrea Cohan on making our school even better than it was before. day night service or a Shabbat morning service in a while, I enI want to thank Andrea for all her hard work these past 10+ years in courage you to join us. Finally, I want to welcome all new
making our religious school one of the finest.

members to our community and especially members who left us for

This year we have added a Cantorial Soloist for the High Holidays,

a while. We missed you, so welcome back.

Joshua Schwartz. Josh, along with Rabbi Abrams and Rabbi Peled
will be conducting Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services at the

Morry Silverman

Wellington Community Center and, of course, at our Wellington

Co-President

Trace home at the Old Wellington Mall. The schedule is on the web
site and in this edition of the Voice. Again this year, we will conduct community Yizkor Service starting at 4 PM on October 9 th at
TBJ. This service will give our unaffiliated Jewish neighbors a
chance to chant the memorial prayer for the departed and also experience the TBJ community. Please spread the word to your friends
and family. This will complement the Yizkor service that is held at
the Wellington Community Center on Yom Kippur morning. This

Congratulations to our
B’not Mitzvah
Josie Chase
Savanna Kohan

year as in years past, we will have our annual Sukkot get together at
the home of Dr. Mel Kohan. Details will be forthcoming.
I have always preferred using the word Community rather than
Congregation. We’ve all chosen to be part of the Temple B’nai

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm
Beach County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each
member to become more deeply connected to his or her
Jewish identity by providing relevant worship experiences,
life-long educational experiences, opportunities for social
action, and a connection to Jewish culture. We are a diverse and multi-generational congregation committed to
serving as a center for contemporary Jewish life.
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Rabbi PELED
Shalom dear Kehilah,
As we reflect on the meaning of
the High Holidays, I ask myself –
What does the word “Holy” really
means?
In the 19th chapter of the Book of
Leviticus, G-D tells the children of
Israel how to be HOLY. The word HOLY in Hebrew
can be understood in the literal meaning = HOLY.

to take the trash to the big city garbage container
outside in the street. As I approached the container, I saw something very strange. Loaves of bread
were stocked neatly in rows on the top of the huge
container. “That is so weird”, I thought to myself.
Better ask Ima (mom) why. When I got back home,
my mother explained me that in our city, whenever
someone takes out the trash, he/she will place their
old bread on top of the container so that those in
need will have something to eat.

I think that the meaning of the verses in the Book
of Leviticus directly relates to the simple act of
Verse 1- And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: placing one’s old bread on top of the garbage container. In essence G-D shares with the new Jewish
Verse 2- Speak unto all the congregation of the
nation a way in which they can become moral,
children of Israel, and say unto them: Ye shall be
good people who do good deeds in the world and
holy; for I the LORD your G-d am holy.
make it into a better place for all to live.
Verse 18- Thou shalt not take vengeance, nor bear
any grudge against the children of thy people, but
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the
LORD.

This is how I see us – Temple B’nai Jacob. Our
community here at TBJ follows the holiness code
whether we know it or not. We visit the sick, take
care of the elderly, donate food, and so much
more. All that we do can be summarized in one
sentence: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

After reading these verses, an image from my
childhood in Israel appeared in my mind. The image was of a simple scenario that happened to me I feel so blessed to be a part of such a great comafter we moved away from our Kibbutz and into a
munity and to share the Bimah with Rabbi Abrams,
city of mostly Moroccan Jews.
a true Mensch and a great Rabbi.
I was a young child in third grade, and my mother
asked me to take the trash out. Like many other
kids this age, I tried to “get out” of the chore, but
my mother insisted so I relentlessly took the bucket
in my hand and went out of our apartment in order

On behalf my twin boys, Noam and Shai, and my
wife Jennifer, I wish you a - שנה טובהShannah
Tovah – Happy New Year 5780.

Joshua Schwartz will be our
Cantorial Soloist this Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
He is the spiritual leader of
Beth Lida Forest Hill Synagogue in Toronto, Ontario. He
is a doctoral candidate in Jewish mysticism at New York University, focusing in Hasidic theology. He has
served as a professional shaliach tzibbur (prayer
facilitator) for over a decade. Joshua was previously the interim rabbi for congregation. Bnai Israel in St. Catharine’s, Ontario and is completing

his ordination at Yeshivat Har’el in Jerusalem. He
is the co-author of The Torah of Music, as well as
the Bentsher Seder Oneg Shabbos, and the editor
of the Illustrated Pirkei Avot, the first talmudic
graphic novel. Joshua graduated summa cum
laude from Columbia University and the Jewish
Theological Seminary and
is an alumnus of the
Machon Pardes kollel.

Rabbi Matan Peled

רבי מתן פלד הכהן
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UPCOMING
SEPTEMBER
BAT MITZVAHS

JOSIE CHASE
SEPTEMBER 7

SAVANNA KOHAN
SEPTEMBER 21
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Thank you for donating to our
High Holiday Plant Fund

Dean and Abby Bennett
Gerald and Florine Bank
Lenore Glickman
Earl and Roz Jacobs
Lila Kaplan
Arnie and Zan Liebowitz
Jeff and Barbara Marcus
Sam and Linda Perlman
Dr. Leonard and Cari Sukienik
Mitchell and Elizabeth Thal

To honor or remember a birthday,
anniversary, graduation, memory or any
special occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush

Shana Tova from
TBJ Women’s League.
We invite you to join us on Sunday,
September 15th, 12:30 p.m., as we begin our
2019-2020 program year. Meeting dates and
Book Club dates are listed in our latest
brochure. We welcome your ideas and
suggestions and look forward to your active
participation..

Friday night Onegs start at $63.00 and the
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at
$90.00 for a standard selection with extras
available to make your table special.
Please contact our Temple office if you would
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at
561-795-8480
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GENEROUS DONATIONS AS OF AUGUST 15, 2019
General Fund
Albrecht, Holly
For Good Health Results
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
In Honor of Ella Bender for Leading Services
In Honor of Barbara Marcus for Leading Services
In Honor of Sallee Silverman for Leading Services
In Honor of Rabbi Goldstein for Chanting torah
In Honor of Dean Bennett for Giving D’Var Torah
In Honor of Lenore Glickman for all she does
In Honor of Alyah given to her
Glickman, Lenore
Welcome to Rabbi Matan Peled
Kaplan, Lila
In Appreciation of Phil & Holly Albrecht
In Appreciation of Dean Bennett’s D’Var Torah
For Good Health Results
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
For Purchase of a Painting
Simmons, Wilber & Teresa
In Honor of the Torah Study Class
Etz Chaim Book
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
In Memory of Harold Blitman
In Honor of Rabbi Abrams
In Honor of Rabbi Peled
In Honor of Morry Silverman
High Holiday Flower Fund
Bank, Gerald and Florine
Bennett, Dean
Glickman, Lenore
Jacobs, Earl & Roz
Kaplan, Lila
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
Marcus, Jeff and Barbara
Perlman, Sam and Linda
Sukienik, Leonard & Cari
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
Memorial
Bank, Gerald & Florine
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
For Marvin Rosenblatt
For David, husband of JoAnne Zemlak
Cohan, & Andrea
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Eisenman, Bernard & Billie
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Glickman, Lenore
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Grossman, Joe & Holly
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Silverman, Morry & Sallee
For Marvin Rosenblatt
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
For Marvin Rosenblatt

High Holiday Pledge
Golub, Eliot
Zislen, Andrea
Oneg & Kiddush
Bank, Gerald & Florine
For Kiddush in Memory of Ellis J. Bank
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
For Kiddush In Memory of Harold Blitman
Bruck, Michael & Liat
For Oneg & Kiddush in Memory of Barry Ira Bruck
Cohan, Alan & Andrea
For Oneg in Honor of Alan’s Birthday
Glickman, Lenore
For Kiddush in Memory of Lester Glickman
For Oneg in Memory of Miriam Cohen
Goldstein, Nason & Carole
For Kiddush in Celebration of Camp Bar Mitzvah
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
For Oneg Sponsor for Wine & Cheese Oneg
Rfu’ah Shlo’mas ( Get Well Wishes)
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
For Audre Ackerman
For Kim Behn
Grossman, Joe & Holly
For Ramona Mizne
Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn
For Malka Bat Pesha
Yahrzeit
Bernstein, Eugene & Bernice
In Memory of Blanche Frant
Birnholz, Alan & Lynn
In Memory of Joseph Flatow
Chwieroth, Linda
In Memory of Freeda & Leon Morse
Gordon, Herb & Roz
In Memory of Paul Stone
Gross, Mel & Barbara
In Memory of Nathan Konikow
Grossman, Joe & Holly
In Memory of Molly Grossman
Heit, Sylvia
In Memory of Anna Heit
Marcus, Jeff & Barbara
In Memory of Milton Marcus
Mizne, Norbert & Ramona
In Memory of Pearl Hibbard
In Memory Jack Mizni
Scher, Gary
In Memory of Israel Scher
Seider, Marvin
In Memory of Harold Sack
Summers, Donald
In Memory of Sarah Sumsky
Zislen Andrea
S’lichot donation.

7

8

9

THE VOICE

10

THE VOICE

11

THE VOICE

Chesed
5780 is Chesed.

Education Committee
Meeting with Rabbi Peled these past few weeks in anticipation of the start of religious school has
been so very exciting for me. He will bring experience, innovation, creativity, warmth and enthusiasm that all will appreciate; our students, our families, our congregation. Along with welcoming
Rabbi Peled as Religious School Director, our school is happy to welcome our new teacher Morah
Michelle Dubin and returning Morah Sharon Abrams. Morah Sharon was our very first religious
school teacher; how happy we are to welcome her back. Both of our new teachers are also full time
secular school teachers. We are thrilled to welcome back Morah Liat Bruck and Morah Michelle
Ginsberg, this is an incredible team of education professionals. It is wonderful to belong to a synagogue that is so supportive and dedicated to providing our children with a meaningful religious
school experience.
This school year we will be calling on families to have a more active role in volunteering time at the religious school. There
will be a number of enhancements to the curriculum and we will appreciate your participation. You will learn more about
these opportunities at the beginning of the school year.
I am looking forward to my retirement as Religious School Director (in my Bat Mitzvah year at TBJ). I remain a dedicated TBJ Board Member and am now the Chairperson of the TBJ Education Committee. Please let me know if you are interested in joining this education committee.
Wishing all of our TBJ membership a good new year.
Shana tovah um’tukah,

Andrea Cohan, Education Committee Chairperson
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SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP
We have ritual items: mezuzot and Mezuza scrolls
(klapim), candlesticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads,
memorial candles, as well as jewelry, gift and novelty
items.

A Word from the Sunshine
Committee




In need of a friendly voice
In need of get well wishes
In need of a friend to share a
holiday meal with

If you or any member of your family,
or if you know of anyone in our
Temple family that is in need,
please let us know.
Please call Liz Thal at the Temple
793-4347, or e –mail Lenore Glickman,
lesmg@comcast.net
See us on the Temple
Website
and Facebook Page
Ella Bender
561-656-1916
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HONOR OR MEMORIALIZE
A FRIEND OR LOVED ONE BY DEDICATING A
SIDDUR OR HUMASH

Create a lasting tribute and help support
Temple B’nai Jacob
by dedicating a copy of either
Siddur Sim Shalom or Humash Etz Hayim
for only $36
PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR
EACH DEDICATION AND EITHER SEND
PAYMENT TO THE SHUL OFFICE OR CALL TO
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS

TEMPLE B’NAI JACOB OF WELLINGTON
12794 FOREST HILL BLVD. SUITE 6
WELLINGTON, FL 33414
561-793-4347
bnaijacobofwell@aol.com

.
Membership Committee
Dear Members and Friends:
Hope everyone had a nice summer and is
ready for the school and High Holiday season! We on the Membership/Retention Committee are excited to have Rabbi Abrams and
Rabbi Peled as part of our family.
We as a committee are working on some exciting events
this year. For example, we are planning a Bowling Night, a
Swim Party and a 13 year anniversary main event to
name a few. We are looking forward to working with Rabbi
Peled on many new Community outreach ideas.

We are collecting non-perishable food and
canned goods all year long.
Please bring your donations to the Temple.
Together we can help feed the community.

Our synagogue is growing. I would like to welcome our
newest members to our TBJ family:
Carl and Rhona Altomari
Pablo and Karen Esteves
Julio and Stelly Paredes
I encourage anyone who has ideas to join this committee,
or just email me their thoughts at drsponge@comcast.net
See you at Shul!
Dr. Michael Bruck, Chairperson
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:
Www.templebnaijacob.com
And Follow us on

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob
Do you want to receive our Temple emails?
Call the office and give us
your email address at:

561-793-4347
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Advertising Agreement
B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice”

Date: ___________
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues,

starting with the ____________ issue for $____________.
[*month/year]
Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _____________
Phone: _________________________________
Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________
Print name: _____________________________________________________________
VOICE
Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]

$136/yr

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]

$200/yr

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]

$360/yr

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]

$500/yr

Yizkor Book (inside cover)

$300

Yizkor Book (outside cover)

$400

Full Page

$200

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington.
Mail this form along with your “camera ready” art to:
Temple B’nai Jacob
12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,
Suite #6
Wellington, FL 33414
Or email art files to: bnaijacobofwell@aol.com
*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year:
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec.

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special
occasions with a contribution to
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington.
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple
funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush
sponsorship program.
For more information, call the Temple at
561-793-4347
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington
12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Ste 6
Wellington, FL 33414

PHONE: 561-793-4347
Rabbi Emeritus, Active
Dr. David Abrams
Education Director
Rabbi Matan Peled
Co-Presidents
Rebecca Blitman
Morry Silverman
Vice Presidents
Alan Cohan
Gerald Bank
Joseph Grossman
Treasurer
Joseph Grossman
Recording Secretary
Barbara Marcus
Corresponding Secretary
Lenore Glickman
Office Manager
Liz Thal
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