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From Our Rabbi, Emeritus 
 
 

I am writing this article just a few days before the 
Fourth of July, the celebration for the Independence 
of the United States of America.  While historians 
teach that the legal separation of the Thirteen Colo-
nies from Great Britain took place on the second day 
of July in 1776, the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence came on the fourth, just two days later.  
Coincidentally, both John Adams and Thomas Jeffer-
son, the only signers of the Declaration of Independ-
ence later to serve as Presidents of the United States, 
died on the same day; July 4, 1826, which was the 50th 
anniversary of the Declaration (Wikipedia).  From the 
very beginning, the celebration of our Independence 
took place on the Fourth day of July, two days after 
the legal separation from England. Throughout our 
history,  the Fourth of July  has remained as a con-
stant celebration of Independence.   As Jewish Ameri-
cans, we stand with other citizens from diverse origins 
and cultures in celebrating a day that represents the 
sacrifices of so many from past to present, who have 
dedicated their lives to the protection of freedom and 
liberty.  
 

In the early days of our nation, the Liberty Bell mount-
ed on the State House in Philadelphia was rung on 
Washington’s Birthday, on Election Day, and also on 
the Fourth of July. Today, the Liberty Bell Center adja-
cent to Independence Hall in Philadelphia, houses the 
great icon of freedom and liberty.  Engraved on the 
Liberty Bell are powerful words from the Torah and 
specifically from Leviticus (chapter 25 verse 10). It 
reads, “Proclaim LIBERTY throughout the Land unto all 
the Inhabitants Thereof. “ In Biblical times these 
words announced the year of the Jubilee in which 
slaves and prisoners would be freed and debts would 
be forgiven.  No doubt, the designers of the Liberty 
Bell were aware of the imperative meaning of these 
words and they wished to engrave them upon a new 
nation and the values of the American people.  
  

The Liberty Bell is certainly a proud and powerful sym-
bol.  However, as you know there is a crack in the bell 
that also has meaning for us as well. And what might 
be surprising is that no one seems to know for sure 
how the Liberty Bell was cracked.  The most common 
story about the crack, was that it came about when 
the bell was rung in 1835 upon the death of Chief Jus-
tice John Marshall.  Regardless, the crack reminds us 
that the hopes for a nation proclaiming liberty and 
freedom throughout the land are not only incomplete 
but broken.  As Americans we have a responsibility to 
repair the bell through our acts in the world which are 
reflective of freedom and liberty.  Perhaps, as Jews 
who have been teaching the words on the Liberty Bell 
for far more years before the first celebration of Inde-
pendence in 1776, our appreciation and understand-
ing of its message is most pronounced.  We have al-
ways placed great value on Tikkun Olam or repairing 
the world.  The crack on the Liberty Bell reminds us 
that our task is not complete.  The broken world 
needs our attention.   
 

During these summer days in which we celebrate July 
4th let us reflect and re-commit ourselves to repairing 
some of the hurts and broken pieces in the world.  
And as we contemplate how we might become more 
involved in repairing this world, let us also reflect on 
how we might also become more involved in the Jew-
ish community and in our synagogue.  Remember the 
words on the Liberty Bell were probably first heard in 
a synagogue.  They are still read and heard today.  
May the words on the cracked Liberty Bell serve as a 
source of pride for the values that we as Jews and 
Americans hold so dear.  And more specific, may 
those words also inspire us to be closer and more 
active as Jews and as a synagogue family.  Enjoy your 
celebration! 
 

Happy Fourth of July and see you in Shul 
 

Rabbi Dr. David J. Abrams 
 

Editor: 
Shanna Finkel 



 
 
 

Well, I hope everyone is having a 
great summer. We have a couple of 
great events this summer and are 
looking forward to meeting new 
members, friends, and family at these 
events. 
 

July 12th is our second annual wine 
and cheese Friday night Shabbat. This 

year we have invited the Federation of Palm Beach County 
Emissary, Yaara Levy to talk about Israel. 
 

August 18th is our annual open house. This will give everyone 
a chance to meet our clergy, administration staff, and of 
course our religious school teachers. This year we will be 
raffling off many items, including vacation trips. School 
starts, Sunday August 25th, a little earlier this year to coin-
cide with the Palm Beach school schedule. We also have 
planned a bowling party event and a big Temple celebration 
for our 13th year. 
 

By now most of you are aware that June 30th was Rabbi 
Sislen’s last day at TBJ. Over the 3 years of him being our 
Rabbi and Hazzan he introduced us to new songs, educated 
us on the Torah, connected to the community, and taught 
many of you how to read Torah. Speaking for myself, Rebec-
ca, and the entire Board of Directors, we want to thank him 
for teaching us many things and helping us grow our Syna-
gogue. We now are embarking on a new future at TBJ.  Some 
of us will have difficulties adjusting to change or resist it alto-
gether. I know, I will. It goes without saying that change re-
quires a great deal of faith.  The fact that most of us dislike 
change and resist it so much is just human nature. Our board 
has tirelessly made this difficult decision, but feel that mak-
ing this change is essential to the future growth of TBJ.  Even 
though positive change is good, it still requires an adjust-
ment and learning new patterns, thereby making it  

 
 
 
difficult. I’m asking everyone to embrace the change we are 
making. Accepting this change will make the transition easier 
and will enable us to develop and maintain a positive atti-
tude. Try to maintain normal patterns, although we are mak-
ing a change in Clergy, you still need to maintain some nor-
malcy in the process. Despite the fact that change is normal 
and oftentimes welcomed, it can still be difficult and stress-
ful to acclimate ourselves to it. Remember change at Temple 
B’nai Jacob is the ultimate growth opportunity. 
 

I would like to thank all the candidates that conducted ser-
vices of the past 6 months and especially thank our Rabbi 
Emeritus who has acted as our Rabbi, mentor, teacher, and 
friend. We were lucky to have his guidance through this pro-
cess. 
 

Morry Silverman, Co-President 
 
 
 

 
 

From Our Co- President 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitar-
ian synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm 
Beach County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each 
member to become more deeply connected to his or her 
Jewish identity by providing relevant worship experiences, 
life-long educational experiences, opportunities for social 
action, and a connection to Jewish culture.   We are a di-
verse and multi-generational congregation committed to 
serving as a center for contemporary Jewish life. 
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Connecting Our Teens With Israel 
 

Happy July to everyone.  I am addressing this article to our 
teens, our generation Z’s, and those families who have teens 
or know of Jewish teens going into 10th, 11th or 12th grade 
who would like to learn more about Israel, their own Jewish 
identity and would like to build a personal relationship with 
Israeli teens.  There is a new valuable program now available 
through our Jewish Federation of Palm Beach County.  ZIsra-
el Fellowship is an Israel teen engagement program that is 
designed to appeal to the hearts and minds of our 10th 
through 12th graders.  The Z stands for Gen Z, the target au-
dience.  This experience is tailor- made for OUR young peo-
ple and the unique way in which they connect to one anoth-
er.  Our goal 1s to provide teens an opportunity to learn 
about Israel, to create their own connections to and relation-
ships with Israel, and to prepare them for conversations 
about Israel that will come their way after high school. 
 

A key element of this experiential program will be the 
chance for our local teens to get to know their peers in 
Tzahar, our community’s partner region.  This living bridge 
between Palm Beach County and Tzahar will deepen our 
teens’ connection to Israel, by fostering person-to-person 
relationships.  This will culminate in the teens from the re-

gion visiting our community in the spring, where they will be 
hosted by our teens.   This new joint venture between the 
Federation’s Jewish Teen Initiative (JTI), Israel Program Cen-
ter ( IPC) and Partnership2Gether (P2G) departments will be 
launching in September, opening doors to connect our teens 
to Israel and Judaism.   What a wonderful opportunity for 
our TBJ teens to be invited to join this local, large-scale pro-
gram.  Upon completion of the program, they will also earn 
40 community service hours.  
 

Please contact me if you have an interest or go directly to 
the ZIsrael Fellowship web page.   More information about 
the program will be provided as we get closer to the Sep-
tember launch date.  Orientation meeting is September 22.  I 
look forward to hearing from many of you! 
 

Don’t forget to stop by the temple for Open House on Au-
gust 18, come say hello to our Religious School staff.    Reli-
gious School begins August 25, we will have a welcome back 
orientation and also a warm welcome to some new faces.  
  

L’Shalom, 
 

Andrea 

 
 
 

Religious School 

Your temple mem-
bership committee 

under the dedicated leadership of Dr. Michael Bruck has 
been meeting regularly to plan interesting and exciting 
events for our current membership as well as thinking of 
new and innovative ways to spread the word about our 
unique, welcoming and meaningful kehilla.  Currently two 
dates to remember for the summer are July 12 and August 
18.  On July 12 there will be a wine and cheese reception 
preceding our regular Friday evening Shabbat service where 
there will be an opportunity to get to know each other even 
better.  On August 18 we will host an Open House, yet an-
other chance to let our members as well as prospective new 
members learn about all we have to offer to both families, 
singles and senior members of our community. 
 

Be sure to look for a new feature in the next issue of our 
temple newsletter which will highlight a member of our con-
gregation.  Each month we will introduce an individual or 
family and help you get to know them Up Close and Person-
al.  
  

The membership committee is always looking for new ideas 
and ways of enhancing our increasing our membership.  We 
look forward to hearing from you.  Please don’t hesitate to 
contact Dr. Bruck of the temple office.  
 

Submitted by Lynne Birnholz 
 
 

Membership Committee 
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How would you like to be included in Temple B’nai 

Jacob’s roster of Torah and Haftarah readers?  Any 

adult member of the temple who can read Hebrew 

and is willing to learn the tropes (chanting notes) 

is invited to contact Ella Bender 

(morah4241@hotmail.com or 561-656-1916) 

Or Rabbi/Hazzan Sislen at the Temple  

for further information. 

 

To honor or remember a birthday,  
anniversary, graduation, memory or any spe-

cial occasion sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush 
 

 

 
Friday night Onegs start at $54.00 and the 
Saturday Shabbat Kiddush tables start at 
$72.00 for a standard selection with extras 

available to make your table special. 
 

Please contact our Temple office if you would 
like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush at          

561-795-8480 

 We are collecting non-perishable food and canned goods all year long. 
 

Please bring your donations to the Temple. 
 

Together we can help feed the community. 
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General Fund 
Albrecht, Holly 
   In Appreciation of Husband Phil  
   & Her Mother Lila Kaplan’s Safety 
Bank, Gerald  
   Thanking Members for Birthday wishes   
Bennett, Dean 
   In Appreciation of the Goldstein’s  
   Seder Invitation 
Birnholz, Alan & Lynne 
   In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kogan’s  
   60th Anniversary 
Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
Cohan, Alan & Andrea 
Thal, Mitchell & Liz 
   In Honor of Jerry Bank’s 85th Birthday 
Bank, Gerald & Florine 
Becker, Irwin & Lana 
Bennett, Dean 
Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
Kany, Bonnie 
Lederer, Judy 
Mizne, Norbert & Ramona 
Thal, Mitchell & Liz 
    In Honor of the Naming of  
    Anita Silverman 
Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
   In Honor of Ella Bender’s  
   Chanting of the Haftorah 
   and Leading Services May 3 & 4    
   In Honor of Sallee Silverman for  
   Organizing  and Leading Services  
   May 3 & 4    
   In Honor of Rabbi Goldstein  
   reading the Torah on May 4 
   In Honor of Dean Bennett’s  
   D”Var Torah on May 4 & Continuous      
   Consideration of Our Safety  
   In Honor of Andrea Cohan for Successful    
   Effort with Religious School Children 
   In Honor of Lenore Glickman for Picnic    
   Organization Efforts 
   In Honor of the Shenkman Family for   
   Donation of Slurpee Truck for Picnic 
   In Honor of the Delisi Family for their  
   BBQ duties at Picnic 
Bank, Gerald & Florine 
Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
   In Honor of Aili Delisi’s Bat Mtzvah 
Bank, Gerald & Florine 
Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
Silverman, Morry & Sallee  
   In Honor of Tyler Beyer’s Bar Mitzvah 

Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
   In Honor of Zan Liebowitz’s Birthday  
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca 
   In Honor of Arnie & Dan Liebowitz  
   Anniversary 
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca 
   For Lila Kaplan’s Well being 
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca 
   In Honor of Rabbi Sislen 
Kaplan, Lila 
   In Honor of Ella Bender Reading the  
   Hoftorah 
Silverman, Laura 
   In Honor of Father’s Day for  
   Morry Silverman 
Silverman, Morry & Sallee 
   In Honor of Rebecca Blitman for her   
   Wonderful Performance during 5K Run 
Thal, Liz 
   For Appreciation of Birthday Card  
Kaplan, Lila 
Thal, Mitchell & Liz 
   In Gratitude of Lila Kaplan & Holly  
   Albrecht’s Safety 
Goldstein, Jason & Carole 
   Generous Donation 
Chometz Sale 
Baron, Gerry 
Marvin Abrams Scholarship Fund 
Cohan, Alan & Andrea 
   In Appreciation of Rabbi Abrams  
   Chanting of Second Day  
   Passover Haftorah 
Memorial 
Fox, Renee 
   For Anita Pfeffer 
Thal, Mitchell & Liz 
   For James Pohl 
   For Liz’s friend Abby’s Mother 
MEY Shabarach 
Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn 
   For Ezra Ben Mayer 
Oneg & Kiddush  
Bank, Florine 
   Kiddush in Honor of Jerry’s 85th Birthday 
Goldstein, Jason & Carole 
   Kiddush in Honor of Rabbi Sislen 
Johnson, Alan 
   Kiddush in Memory of Jean Johnson 
Kohan, Dr. Mel 
   Oneg & Kiddush in Honor of  
   Savana’s Bat Mitzvah 
 

Schillian, Helene 
   Oneg in Memory of Moshe Ben Schmuel 
Treby, Elliot 
   Oneg in Memory of Jeffrey Treby 
   Oneg in Memory of Minnie Trebicoff 
   Oneg in Memory of Stanley Treby 
Rfu’ah Shlo’mas ( Get Well Wishes) 
Birnholz, Alan & Lynne 
   For Dr. Richard Fox 
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca 
   For Emily Thal 
Blitman, Jeff & Rebecca 
Eisenman, Rabbi Bernie & Billie  
   For Chaim Bender 
   For Zan Liebowitz 
Tree of Life 
Glickman, Lenore 
Grossman, Joe & Holly 
Marcus, Jeff & Barbara 
Silverman, Morry & Sallee 
Thal, Mitchell & Liz 
   Leaf in Celebration of Jerry Bank’s 85th 
Birthday 
Wine & Cheese Shabbat Sponsor 
Bennett, Dean 
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca 
Yizkor 
Eule, Carole L. 
Rubin, David & Fern 
Stein, Martin & Janice 
Zislen, Andrea 
Yahrzeits       
Bank, Gerald & Florine for Mollie Bank 
Becker, Irwin & Lana for Bernard Binder 
Charson, Marlene for Mike Snider 
Elkin, Gladys  for Abraham Feldman 
Fass, Myra for Harry Zussman 
Heit, Sylvia for Morris Bilsky 
Kaplan, Lila  for Nathan Fuchs 
Kohan, Doris  for Gary Scher 
Marcus, Enid for Jerry Marcus 
Patrusky, Leonard & Roslyn 
   for Marvin Pollack 
Scher, Gary 
   for Hyman Robinowitz 
Silverman, Morry & Sallee 
   for Gladys Tabachnick 
   for Irwin Simon 
Turner, Mara 
   for Max Aronowitz 
Wolf, Werner 
  for Sophie Weissman 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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Sign up to receive text notifications from TBJ about upcoming events, important information, and 
emergency Announcements. 

 

Text the message: 
 

 @templebn 

to the number:   81010 
 

We can also be followed on Twitter (@templebnaijacob), and Facebook (templebnaijacobofwellington) 
 

 Rest assured, your personal information, including your cell phone number, will be secure, 
and is unavailable to anyone else using this service. We look forward to being in touch! 
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SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP   
 

We have ritual items: mezuzot and Mezuza scrolls 
(klapim), candlesticks, menorahs, kippot, tallit clips, yads, 
memorial candles, as well as jewelry, gift and novelty 
items. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

See us on the Temple 
Website  

and Facebook Page 

Ella Bender 
561-656-1916 

 

 
A Word from the Sunshine  

Committee 
• In need of a friendly voice 
• In need of get well wishes 

•     In need of a friend to share a  
     holiday meal with 

 

     If you or any member of your family,  
         or if you know of anyone in our  

        Temple family that is in need,  
    please let us know.  

 

Please call Liz Thal at the Temple  
 793-4347, or e –mail Lenore Glickman, 

lesmg@comcast.net  
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Hygiene Care       Denture 

Scaling & Root Planing    Cosmetic Dentis-

try     

Fillings            Veneers 

Sealants            Extractions 

Teeth Whitening           Night Guard 

Crowns            Retainers  

Root Canal Therapy            Sports Guard 

Bridges   Floride Trays  

                 

Dr. Anna Ostrovsky, DMD 

10111 W Forest Hill Blvd Ste 341, 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 

HONOR OR MEMORIALIZE 

A FRIEND OR LOVED ONE BY DEDICATING A 

SIDDUR OR HUMASH 
 

Create a lasting tribute and help support  

Temple B’nai Jacob 

 by dedicating a copy of either 

Siddur Sim Shalom or Humash Etz Hayim 

for only $36 
 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR 
EACH DEDICATION AND EITHER SEND  

PAYMENT TO THE SHUL OFFICE OR CALL TO 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 

 

 

TEMPLE B’NAI JACOB OF WELLINGTON 

12794 FOREST HILL BLVD. SUITE 6 

WELLINGTON, FL 33414 

561-793-4347 

bnaijacobofwell@aol.com 
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Do you want to receive our Temple emails? 
Call the office and give us  

your email address at: 
 

561-793-4347 

Page 14 of 16 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

Www.templebnaijacob.com 
And Follow us on  

 
 
 

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob 
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Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities 
to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark special 

occasions with a contribution to 
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 

 
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a gift 
to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the Temple 

funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/Kiddush 
sponsorship program. 

 
For more information, call the Temple at  

561-793-4347 

Advertising Agreement 
B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” 

 

Date: ___________ 
 

I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues, 

starting with the ____________ issue for $____________. 

           [*month/year] 

Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________ 

Print name: _____________________________________________________________ 

VOICE 

Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]      $136/yr 

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]              $200/yr 

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]              $360/yr 

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]             $500/yr 

 

Yizkor Book (inside cover)         $300 

Yizkor Book  (outside cover)        $400 

Full Page                                        $200  *The B’nai Jacob 

of Wellington “Voice” newsletter is published six (6) 

times a year: 

                                 Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec. 
 

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington. 
Mail this form along with your “camera ready” art to:    
  Temple B’nai Jacob 
  12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,  

Suite #6 
  Wellington, FL  33414 
Or email art files to: bnaijacobofwell@aol.com 
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Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington 
 

12794 W. Forest Hill Blvd. Suite 6 
Wellington, FL 33414 

 
PHONE: 561-793-4347 

 

E-MAIL: info@templebnaijacob.com 
 
 

Rabbi/Hazzan 
David Sislen 

Rabbi Emeritus 
Dr. David Abrams 

Religious School Director 
Andrea Cohan 

President 
Alan Cohan 

  

Vice Presidents 
Morry Silverman 

Gerald Bank  
Joseph Grossman 

 

Treasurer 
Joseph Grossman 

 

Recording Secretary 
Susan Feldman 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Lenore Glickman 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
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