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From Our Rabbi
“We

are asleep until we fall in love!” - War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy

Merriam-Webster dictionary defines love as “a strong a affection for
another rising out of kinship or personal ties, attraction based on desire, and
affection and tenderness felt by lovers.” According to WebMD, “‘I need
somebody to love,’ sang the Beatles, and they got it right. Love and health are
intertwined in surprising ways. Humans are wired for connection, and when we
cultivate good relationships, the rewards are immense.”
Love even made it onto the Top 5 List of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.
Research has confirmed the positive effects Love has on child
development, quality of life, health, and longevity. Did you know that married
people statistically live longer than those who are single? One, therefore, must
conclude that Love is quite important.
Before there was Valentine’s Day or National Lovers Day, Judaism
celebrated a day devoted to Love called Tu B’Av or the 15th of Av. (“Tu” the
numerical value 15, while “Av” is the fifth month of the Jewish Calendar.)
Although less well-known and considered a minor holiday, the Talmud in
TractateTa’anit, 26b, states: “…there were no days as joyous for the Jewish
people as the fifteenth of Av…as on these days the daughters of Jerusalem
would emerge in white garments, which each woman borrowed from another…
this (borrowing) so as not to embarrass one who did not have her own white
garments.” Perhaps, one might say it was the original Sadie Hawkins Day,
before Li’l Abner; l Abner publicized the idea. The Talmud adds that Tu B’Av
also commemorates the day that the Tribe of Benjamin was welcomed back into
the Jewish community after being temporarily isolated for
some time, and the day that intermarriage between Jewish
tribes was permitted for the first time, celebrating Love and
Unity among our People.

Continued >>>>>
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….Continued from previous page
In The Notebook, Nicholas Sparks wrote: “I am nothing special; just a common
man with common thoughts, and I’ve led a common life. There are no monuments
dedicated to me and my name will soon be forgotten. But in one respect I have
succeeded as gloriously as anyone who’s ever lived: I’ve loved another with all my heart
and soul; and to me, this has always been enough.” Jewish tradition would agree that
to Love, and be Loved, is to Succeed in Life. Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, known as
Rav Kook, the first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of British Mandatory Palestine, taught in
Lights of Holiness: “It is impossible for one to not be filled with love for every creature,
since the light of the Divine blessing shines in every thing and every thing is the
revealing of the beauty of G-d. G-d’s loving-kindness fills the earth.” Perhaps, Love is
so meaningful, impactful, and essential to us because Love is the very essence of the
Divine.
Seven days before Tu B’Av is Tisha B’Av (9th of Av), the dreadful day that,
currently, memorializes all of the most heinous atrocities to have befallen the Jewish
People throughout history. Nevertheless, tradition encourages us with the optimistic
belief that Moshiach, the Jewish Messiah, will arrive on Tisha B’Av, turning sadness and
fasting into celebration and feasting. This creating a new, seven day long, festival that
will end with Tu B’Av, the day the Third and Final Beit Hamikdash (Holy Temple in
Jerusalem) will be rebuilt, the ultimate gift of Divine Love.
Today, Tu B’Av is gaining incremental popularity among Israelis as the day to
celebrate Love. This year, on Friday, August 12 (2022), remember to celebrate Love
with those whom you love the most. Use the day to reconnect, strengthen your
relationships by recommitting to healthy communication, and demonstrate your love by
giving a gift, emulating our Creator. Another great way to honor Love is by joining us
that Friday evening for Shabbat Services where we will pray for, bless, and celebrate
Love together. Love Shabbat 2022!!!
With Love and Blessings,

Rabbi Dan
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Message from our Co-President
Last week I experienced my first erev Shavuot learning session. Thanks to Rabbi Dan and
Rachel for hosting such a wonderful experience. I didn’t know the topic going in, but Rabbi Dan warned
us it would be controversial. Maybe it was the promise of cheesecake that really brought me there that
Saturday night, but I am so grateful I went. Technically, it was a heavy topic – the point at which life
ends and the perspective of the Jewish religion on organ donation.
The former topic was one I had not thought much about. Did the Jewish religion think of your
passing as it related to the heart stopping or the cessation of brain function? At what point could, or
should, you be disconnected from life support? While this is not the place for all the fascinating details
Rabbi Dan explained to us, I did have 1 huge take away. Many, many, many people have come back
from a heart stopping. A smaller amount of people have come back from comas or other serious brain
injuries. But NEVER has anyone come back from a brain stem death.
As our discussion erev Shavuos turned to organ donation, I became even more engrossed in the
conversation. This was a topic near and dear to my heart, as 2 of my aunts received liver transplants due
to a genetic autoimmune disease. I spent a long time thinking about whether or not to be a donor, but for
years, I just could not bring myself to do it. Not only am I a little squeamish, but I didn’t really like to
think about myself, being buried, with only parts of me. Additionally, I had always been told that organ
donation was not allowed in the Jewish religion. On the other hand though, I often donated blood – even
though I didn’t like to. So, some time ago, I finally convinced myself it was the right thing to do. I
thought that if God was really a fair and just being, one who wanted us to be good to others, God would
forgive what I thought was technically a violation of Jewish law. Yet when it was time to renew my
license, I hovered, and hovered, and hovered over the box. Finally, I checked it, submitted the form, and
it was done. I felt good – it was the right thing to do. However, I still had that nagging feeling – about
going against everything I had heard my whole life as it related to burial in a Jewish cemetery. How
happy and relieved I was to learn differently.
Rabbi Dan explained how “Pikuach nefesh” is an over riding principal in Jewish law that means
preserving life takes precedent over practically all other rules within Judaism – including the laws of
Shabbat. Given that philosophy, organ donation technically saves a life each time it is done. There have
been cases made in Jewish law that even donating a cornea is saving a life and should be done. Rabbi
Dan showed us so many areas of Jewish law that support organ donation, along with Rabbinic and other
scholars. It was a relief to know that what seems logical (donation of organs is a good and worthy action
to take) is actually supported by all sectors of the Jewish religion. What a shame that old superstitions
passed along from generation to generation still linger today.
Please, take the opportunity now to re-evaluate your thoughts on organ donation. Contact the
Health Resources & Services Administration at organdonor.gov, which is the national registry. Or go
directly to Donate Life Florida at donatelifeflorida.org. Thank you so much for your consideration of
this important action.

Rebecca Blitman
Co-President
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We are providing all members the opportunity to wish fellow congregants of
Temple B'nai Jacob a Happy Holiday through a High Holiday greeting.
The September/October Holiday edition of "The Voice” will give you this
opportunity.
*For $18, your individual message will be in a 4-line business card size
space (see-attached templates).
If interested, please e-mail the completed Template or drop off your
selection in the office no later than August 15 and let us know which
greeting you would like to purchase. We will also have printed copies
available at the Temple and a signup sheet for your convenience.

Help spread happiness this
High Holiday season!
Rebecca Blitman
Morry Silverman
Co-Presidents
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WE WELCOME CANTOR JONATHAN ANGRESS
FOR THIS HIGH HOLIDAY 2022 (5783)

We are thrilled this year to welcome Cantor Jonathan Angress to our Shul to lead along with
Rabbi Dan our High Holiday Services for 2022. Cantor Angress played for various charity
events within the South Florida Jewish community for such organizations as The Greater Miami Jewish Federation, Bar-Ilan University, and Friends of the Israel Defense Forces. Cantor
Angress was also the assistant concertmaster of the South Florida Youth Symphony.
Throughout college and graduate school, Cantor Angress held
cantorial and teaching positions at Beth Torah Benny Rok Campus in North Miami Beach, FL;
Sunrise Jewish Center Temple Sha’aray Tzedek in Sunrise, Florida;
Congregation Or Zarua in New York City; Ohr Kodesh Congregation in Chevy Chase, MD;
and Beth El Congregation in Phoenix, AZ.
Cantor Angress received his Bachelor’s degree in Music and Judaic Studies from theUniversity of Miami Frost School of Music. He has received a Master’s degree in Sacred Music and
Cantorial Ordination from the H. L. Miller Cantorial School of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in New York City.
Cantor Angress, his wife Mayra, and his step-son Noah currently live in Phoenix.
“Thanks so much and I am looking forward to being at B'nai Jacob soon!”
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GENERAL DONATIONS

from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022

Bank, Florine
Bank, Florine
Bender, Chaim & Ella
Bender, Chaim & Ella
Bernstein, Lois
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
Martinez, Elizabeth
Silverman, Morry & Sallee
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
Thal, Mitchell & Liz

Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation
Donation

In honor of Emily Thal's college graduation
In honor of Sammi Feinberg's HS graduation
In honor of Sallee Silverman for her Rosh Hodesh service during WL Retreat
In honor Emily Thal's college graduation
In appreciation of Morry & Sallee Silverman
in appreciation of Rabbi Dan & Rachel for Shavuot hospitality
In honor of Josh Solomon becoming a firefighter/EMT for Pembroke Pines

Thal, Mitchell & Liz
Thal, Mitchell & Liz

Donation
Donation

In honor of Rebecca Blitman's birthday
In honor Andrea Cohan chanting Haftorah

In honor of Alan & Andrea Cohan experiencing a safe trip

In honor of Rabbi Bernie and Billies Anniversay
In honor Emily Thal's college graduation
In honor Sammi Feinberg's HS graduation
In honor the birthday of Liz Thal
In honor of the anniversary of Arnie & Zan Liebowitz
In honor of Sallee Silverman's birthday
In honor Rebecca Blitman's birthday
In honor of Sallee Silverman's birthday
In honor Emily Thal's college graduation
In honor of Liz Thal's birthday
In appreciation of TBJ
In appreciation of all Dean Bennett does for TBJ
In honor of Avi Krimsky's birthday
In honor of Sallee Silverman's birthday
In honor of Arnie & Zan Liebowitz's anniversary

YIZKOR

from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022

Policzer, Joel & Madeleine Yizkor
Stein, Martin & Janice
Yizkor

GET WELL WISHES
Sukienik, Lenny & Cari
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca

from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022

Mey Shebarach
Mey Shebarach
Mey Shebarach

For Jaffa Halfon
For Alan Johnson's sister
For Rabbi Dan and Avi Krimsky

RABBI’S DECRETIONARY FUND from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022
Gotay, Israel & Elise
Kane, Anita & Hope, Adrienne
Paredes, Julio & Stelly
Policzer, Joel & Madeleine

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Discretionary Fund

Designated to donate to Ukraine
In appreciation of prayer for Leonard Greenberg
In appreciation of Rabbi Krimsky
For his Aliya during Pesach
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YAHRZEIT DONATIONS
Bank, Florine
Bank, Florine
Birnholz, Alan & Lynne
Chwieroth, Linda
Chwieroth, Linda
Feiertag, Steve
Heit, Susan
Lichaa, Allen & Esther
Marcus, Jeffrey & Barbara
Mizne, Norbert & Ramona
Paredes, Julio & Stelly
Patrusky, Roz
Patrusky, Roz
Scher, Gary
Seider, Marvin
Silverman, Morry & Sallee
Summers, Donald
Tart, Jeff & Beth
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
Tyrner, Mara
Wolf. Werner
Silverman, Morry & Sallee

Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit
Yahrzeit

from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022

ForMollie Bank
ForShmuel Ben Shimon
ForJoseph Flatow
ForJames Pohl
For Leon Morse
For Sam Silverman
For Morris Bilsky
ForRachel Elgamil
For Milton Marcus
For Sabina Mizne
For Johanna Haas
For Leonard Patrusky
For Evan Pollack
For Hyman Rabinowitz
For Harry Sacks
For Gladys Tabachnick
For Sarah Sumsky
For Paul Ratzer
For Johane Lavelle
For Max Aronowitz
For Sophie Weissman
For Irwin Simon

MEMORIAL DONATIONS from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022
Bender, Chaim & Ella
Bennett, Dean
Birnholz, Alan & Lynne
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Blitman, Jeffrey & Rebecca
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Grossman, Joe & Holly
Kaplan, Lila
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
Silverman, Morry & Sallee
Thal, Mitchell & Liz

Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial
Memorial

For Suellen Johnson
For Suellen Johnson
For Suellen Johnson
For Lea Bat Sara
For Suellen Johnson
For Rosalie Sacks
For Suellen Johnson
For Nathan Fuchs
For Suellen Johnson
For Suellen Johnson
For Suellen Johnson

ONEG & KIDDUSH SPONSORSHIP from April 23, 2022 to June 23, 2022
Kohan, Mel
Bruck, Michael and Liat
Johnson, Alan
Krimsky, Jeffrey
Licha, Allen & Esther
Liebowitz, Arnie & Zan
Thal, Mitchell & Liz
Treby, Elliott

Oneg / Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush
Oneg/Kiddush

Oneg & Kiddush 6/3,4 In memory of Eugene Kohan
Oneg 4/28 In honor of the birthday of Noah Bruck
Kiddush 4/30 In memory of his his parents,
Oneg 5/5 In memory of Jack Krimsky
Kiddush 6/18 In celebration of their wedding anniversary
Kiddush 6/18 In celebration of their wedding anniversary
Oneg 5/5 In memory of her best friend Lea Bat Sara
Oneg 6/3 In memory of Stanley Treby
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I am overwhelmed and sincerely grateful
to my Temple family for all the support
received during this difficult time.
Thank you for all the caring phone calls,
emails, and donations you made in
memory of my sister,

Suellen Lisa Johnson.
Your support means so much.
With great appreciation.

High Holiday flower Fund
Please consider making a small
donation to our
High Holiday Flower Fund.
Your donation will go toward the
purchase of plants or flowers to beautify
the Sanctuary during the
High Holidays.
No donation is too small.
Thank you!

Alan Johnson

Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington is a Conservative, egalitarian
synagogue serving the Western communities of Palm Beach
County. Temple B’nai Jacob seeks to inspire each member to become
more deeply connected to his or her Jewish identity by providing
relevant worship experiences, life-long educational experiences,
opportunities for social action, and a connection to Jewish culture. We
are a diverse and multi-generational congregation committed to serving
as a center for contemporary Jewish life.
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE—Member spotlight!

It is a delight this month to spotlight two very special people, Andrea and Alan Cohan. The
Cohans are charter members of B’nai Jacob and are involved in every aspect of the operation and
spiritual richness of our temple.
Andrea, originally from New Jersey, and Alan, from Massachusetts, were college sweethearts in
Boston and moved to Florida in 1979. Being part of a synagogue family and Jewish education have
always been foremost in their lives. While the Cohans belonged to a number of temples, they were
delighted when a Conservative Synagogue, Temple B’nai Jacob, was born in Wellington, and they
became charter members. Alan has served as President and is now First Vice President. We are
grateful for his thoughtful, calm leadership and spiritual guidance. Andrea, who served as Education
Director at a number of synagogues, has continued in that role here since our temple started. Her
enthusiasm and knowledge of Jewish Education is so appreciated! Both Andrea and Alan have
retired-Alan as a sales executive for a number of companies, and Andrea as Director of Admissions
for Residential Programs at Alpert Jewish Family Services.
The Cohans have three children and six grandchildren all of whom live in Florida, Shoshana
and family in Wellington, Brett with his family in Naples and Kyle with family in Gainesville. Of course
the Cohans love not having to travel too far to see everyone.
Alan and Andrea feel so proud to be such an integral part of our
kehillah, and it is my great pleasure to see them every Shabbat
always participating in the service, including having Aliyot, reading
Torah and Haftorah. We look forward to their continued leadership
and warm presence.

Lynne Birnholz
Membership Committee
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Celebrate strength for Torah fund This Year!
Chazak v’Ematz! - Be Strong and Courageous,
Let’s be determined and resolute in our support of future Conservative/Masorti rabbis,
cantors, educators, and lay leaders.
And may you, and our future leaders, be strong and courageous!
Torah Fund, the dedicated philanthropy of Women’s league for Conservative Judaism,
founded in 1942, is based on the wisdom of our women, role models of insight and
strength.
Through our general campaign and special projects, and thanks to our donors, we
support scholarships and programs in the global Conservative/Masorti Institutes of
higher Jewish Learning: Jewish theological Seminary in New York, Ziegler School of
Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles, Schecter Institutes of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem,
Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires, and Zacharias Frankel College
in Potsdam.
Your gift will help ensure our Jewish future and the strength of Jewish people.
For information contact Ella Bender at 561-656-1916 or at
morah4241@hotmail.com

This pin symbolizes the story of the Israelites preparing to enter the Promised Land, when the leadership transitions from Moses to Joshua. The Israelites and Joshua are instructed to “be strong and
courageous” (Deuteronomy 31:6, 7, 23; Joshua 1:6, 7, 9, 18). The 5783 Torah Fund pin represents
80 years of ever-increasing strength of Torah Fund.
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When pre-planning for your cemetery and funeral needs,
Call Alex Gurevich: 954-253-3600
Eternal Light Memorial Gardens-Beth Israel Memorial Chapel.
Friends and members of Temple B’nai Jacob receive special discounted rates.
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SISTERHOOD JUDAICA SHOP
We have ritual items: mezuzot and Mezuza
scrolls (klafim), candlesticks, menorahs,
kippot, tallit clips, yads, memorial candles,
as well as jewelry, gift and novelty items.

To honor or remember a birthday,
anniversary, graduation, memory or any
special occasion sponsor a virtual Oneg or/and
Kiddush

Friday night Virtual Oneg for $63.00
Saturday Shabbat Virtual Kiddush for $90.00
Oneg and Kiddush for $144

Ella Bender
561-656-1916

See us on the
Temple Website
and Facebook

Please contact our Temple office if you would
like to sponsor a virtual Oneg or Kiddush at
561-793-4347

Help us replenish our local food pantry!

Our local food pantry is depleted and the price of food has
increased. Please bring non-perishable items to the Temple office.
We are preparing boxes for donations.
They are in need of:
 Canned chicken
 Canned tuna,
 Canned soups
 Canned green beans
 Canned baked beans
 Peanut butter
 Jelly
 Toilet paper.
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A Word from the Chesed
Committee (formerly the Sunshine
Committee)
• In need of a friendly voice
• In need of get well wishes
• In need of a friend to share a
holiday meal with
If you or any member of your family,
or if you know of anyone in our
Temple family that is in need,
please let us know.
Please call Liz Thal at the Temple
561-793-4347, or e –mail Lenore Glickman, lesmg@comcast.net
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HONOR OR MEMORIALIZE
A FRIEND OR LOVED ONE BY DEDICATING A
SIDDUR OR HUMASH

Create a lasting tribute and help support
Temple B’nai Jacob
by dedicating a copy of either
Siddur Sim Shalom or Humash Etz Hayim
for only $36

We are collecting non-perishable food and
canned goods all year long.
Please bring your donations to the Temple.
Together we can help feed the community.

PLEASE COMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR
EACH DEDICATION AND EITHER SEND
PAYMENT TO THE SHUL OFFICE OR CALL TO
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS

TEMPLE B’NAI JACOB OF WELLINGTON
12794 FOREST HILL BLVD. SUITE 6
WELLINGTON, FL 33414
561-793-4347
Templebnaijacob@gmail.com

CHESSED COMMITTEE
Having a birthday? Anniversary? Graduation?
Come and celebrate it with us!
You can sponsor an Oneg on a Friday night or a Kiddush on a Saturday
morning, or both!
Rabbi Dan will make a special blessing for you and we can enjoy something sweet to celebrate your special occasion.
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy summer,
stay cool!
Lenore

Lenore Glickman
Chesed Committee
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:
Www.templebnaijacob.com
And Follow us on

Www.facebook.com/templebnaijacob

Do you want to receive our Temple emails?
Call the office and give us
your email address at:

561-793-4347
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Advertising Agreement
B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice”

Date: ___________
I agree to place an ad in the Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” for a term of six (6) issues,
starting with the ____________ issue for $____________.
[*month/year]
Firm /entity name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _____________
Phone: _________________________________
Authorized signature: _____________________________________________________
Print name: _____________________________________________________________
VOICE
Business card ad [3.5" x 2"]

$136/yr

1/4 page ad [4" x 5.25"]

$200/yr

1/2 page ad [8" x 5.25"]

$360/yr

Full page ad [8" x 10.5"]

$500/yr

Yizkor Book (inside cover)

$300

Yizkor Book (outside cover)

$400

Full Page

$200

Please make checks payable to Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington.
Mail this form along with your “camera ready” art to:
Temple B’nai Jacob
12794 West Forest Hill Blvd,
Suite #6
Wellington, FL 33414
Or email art files to: Templebnaijacob@gmail.com
*The B’nai Jacob of Wellington “Voice” newsletter is published six (6) times a year:
Jan/Feb, March/April, May/June, July/August, Sept/Oct, and Nov/Dec.

Please remember all of your wonderful opportunities to honor or memorialize loved ones or to mark
special occasions with a contribution to
Temple B’nai Jacob of Wellington.
Remember birthdays, yahrzeits, and more with a
gift to the Rabbi’s Discretionary fund, one of the
Temple funds, or through the Sisterhood’s Oneg/
Kiddush sponsorship program.
For more information, call the Temple at
561-793-4347
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I want to thank all TBJ members and friends
who donated in honor of my college graduation.

It is great to be remembered so lovingly and
great to be a part of such a caring family.
Thank you!
Emily Thal
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